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Mk. CuAiKMAN : I have listened with interest, hoth yesterday and to-day» 
to speeches on what is called the " Presidential Question." I propose to 
discuss a question of far greater magnitude, — the question of the age, — one 
whose consequences will not end with the ensuing four years, but will reach 
for\v;ird to the setting of tiic sun of time. 

Sir, our position is this : The United States llnds itself the owner of a vast 
region of country at the West, now almost vacant of inliabitants. Parts of 
this region are salubrious and fertile. We have reason to suppose, that, in 
addition to the treasures of wealth which industry may gather from its sur- 
face, there arc mineral treasures beneath it, — riches garnered up of old in 
subterranean chambers, and only awaiting the application of intelligence and 
skill to be converted into the means of iiuman inqivovement and ha})piness. 
These regions, it is true, lie remote from our place of residence. Their shores 
are washed by another sea, and it is no figure of speech to say that another 
sky bends over them. So remote are they, that their hours are not as our 
hours, nor their day as our day; and yet, such are the wonderful improve- 
ments in art, in modern times, as to make it no rash anticipation, that, before 
this century shall have closed, the inhabitants on the Atlantic shores will be 
able to visit their brethren on the Pacific in ten days; and that intelligence 
will be transmitted and returned between the Eastern and the Western oceans 
in ten minutes. That country, therefore, will be rapidly fdled, and we siiall 
be brought into intimate relations with it, and, notwithstanding its distance, 
into proximity to it. 

Now, in the providence of God, it has fallen to our lot to legislate for tliis 
unoccupied, or but partially occupied, expanse. Its great Future hangs upon 
our decision. Not only degrees of latitude and longitude, but vast tracts of 
time, — ages and centuries, — seem at our disposal. As are the institutions 
which we form and establish there, so will be the men whom these institutions, 
in their turn, will form. Nature works by fixed laws; but we can bring this 
or that combination of circumstances under the operation of her laws, and 
thus determine results. Here springs up our responsil)ility. One class of 
institutions will gather there one class of men, who will develop one set of 
characteristics: another class of institutions will gather there another class 
of men, who will develop other charncterisiics. Hence, their futurity is to 
depend upon our present course. Mences the acts we are to perform seeui to 
partn!<e of the nature of creation, rather tlian of legislation. Standing upon 
the e!','varion v.'liich we now occupy, and looking over into that empty workl, 
''yet void," if not " v/ithout form," Init soon to be filled with multitudinous 
life, and reflecting: upon our power to give lorni and ciiaracter to that life, and 
almost (0 foreordain what it shall he, I fi't.-! as though it would h(t no irrever- 



ence to compare our condition to that of the Creator before he fashioned the 
" lord " of this lower world ; for we, like Him, can ingraft one set of attributes, 
or another set of attribntes, upon a wliole race of men. In approaching this 
subject, therefore, I fee! a sense of responsibility corresponding to the infinite, 
— i speak literally, — the wfinite interests which it embraces. 

As far as the time allowed me will permit, I propose to discuss two ques- 
tions. The first is — " Whether Coni^ress can lawfidbj Ugldatc on the subject 
of shn-cry in the TeiTitories.^^ 

On this cpjcstion a new and must extraordinary doctrine has lately been 
broached. A new reading of the Constitution has been discovered. It is 
averred that the 3d section of the 4th article, giving Congress power "to 
dispose of, and make all needful rules and regulations respecting the territory 
or otiicr property belonging to the United States," only gives power to legislate 
for the land as land. It is admitted that Congress may legislate for the land 
as land, — geologically or botanically considered, — perhaps for the beasts that 
roam upon its surface, or the fishes that swim in its waters ; but it is denied 
that Congress possesses any power to determine the laws and the institutions 
of those who shall inhabit that " land." 

But compare this with any other object of purchase or possession. When 
Texas was admitted into the Union, it transferred its "navy" to the United 
States ; in other words, the United States bought, and of course owned, the 
navy of Texas. What power had Congress over this navy, after the pur- 
chase? According to the new doctrine, it could pass laws for the hull, the 
masts, and the sails of the Texan ships, but would have no power to navigate 
them by officers and men. It might govern the ships as so much wood, iron, 
and cordage, but would have no authority over commanders or crews. 

15ut we are challenged to show any clause in the Constitution which confer.? 
an exjwess power to legislate over the Territories we possess. I cliallenge our 
opponents to show any clause which confers express power to acquire those 
territories themselves. If, then, the power to .icquire exists, it exists by impli- 
cation and inference ; and if the power to acquire be an implied one, the power 
to gocern what is acrpdred must be implied also. For, for what purpose does 
any man acquire property but to govern and control it? What does a buyer 
pay for, if it be not the right to "dispose of?" Such is the doctrine of the 
Supreme Court of the United States : " The right to govern," says Chief 
Justice Marshall, " may be the inevitable consequence of the right to acquire." 
A.mer. Ins. Co. vs. Canter, 1 Peters, 542. See also McCullough vs. Marylaiidr 
4 Wheat., 422. The Cherokee Nation vs. Georgia, 5 Peters^ 44. United States 
vs. Chatiot, 14 Peters, 537. 

But I refer to the express words of the Constitution, as ample and effective 
in conferring all the power that is claimed. " Congress may dispose of, and 
make all needful rules and regulations," &c. If Congress may "dispose of" 
this land, then it may sell it. Insejiarable from the right to sell is the right 
to define the terms of sale. The seller may affix such conditions and limita- 
tions as he pleases to the thing sold. If this be not so, then the buyer may 
dictate his terms to the seller. Answer these simple questions : Supposing 
the United States to own land in fee-simple, then, is the government under 
guardianship, or disabled by minority? Is it compos mentis? If none of 
these disabilities apply to it, then it may sell. It may sell the fee-simple, or 
it may carve out any lesser estate, and sell that. It may incorporate such 
terms and conditions as it pleases into its deed or patent of sale. It may 
make an outright quit-claim, or it may reserve the minerals for its own use, 
or the navigable streams for public ]>ighways, as it has done in the territory 
north-west of the river Ohio. It may insert the conditions and limitations in 
each deed or patent; or, where the grantees are numerous, it may make 
general "rules and regidations," which are understood to be a part of each 
contract, and are therefore binding \\\)o\\ each purcliaser. No man is com- 
})ellod to buy ; but if any one does buy, he buys sulijert to the " rules and 
regulations " expressed in the grants; and neither he, nor his grantees, nor 
liis or their heirs after them, can conipir.in. 1 want, therefore, no better foun- 
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dation for legislating- over the Territories than the fact of ownership in the 
United States. Grant this, and all is granted. If I own a farm, or a shop, I 
may, as owner, prescrihe the conditions of its transfer to another, if he does 
not like my conditions, then let him abandon the negotiation ; if he accedes 
to the conditions, then let hini abide by them, and hohi liis j)eace. 

Sir, in the State to which I belong, we hold Temperance to be a great 
blessing, as well as a great virtue; and Intemperance to be a great curse, as 
well as a great sin. I know of incorporated companies there, who have pur- 
chased large tracts of land for manufacturing purposes. They well Icnow 
how essential is the sobriety of workmen to the profitableness of their work : 
they know, too, how wasteful and destructive is inebriety. In disposing of 
their land, therefore, to the men whom they would gather about thein and 
employ, they incorporate the provision, as a fundamental article in the deed 
of grant, that ardent spirits shall never be sold upon the premises ; and thus 
they shut up, at once, one of the most densely thronged gateways of hell. 
Have they not a right to do so, from the mere fact of ownership ? Would 
any judge or lawyer doubt tiic validity of such a condition ; or would niiy 
sensible man ever doubt its wisdom or humanity ? Pecuniarily and morally, 
this comes under the head of'- needful rules and regulations." Jf tipplers do 
not like them, let them stagger away, and seek their residence elsewhere. 

But the United States is not merely a land-owner ; it is a Sovereignty. 
As such, it exercises all constitutional jurisdiction over all its Territories. 
Whence, but from this right of sovereignty, does the Government obtain its 
power of saying that no man shall purchase land of the natives, or aborigines ; 
and that, if you wish to buy land in the Territories, you shall come to the 
Government for it? Is there any express power in the Constitution author- 
izing Congress to say to all the citizens of the United States, "If you wish 
to buy iingranted land in the Territories, you must come to us, for no one else 
can sell, or shall sell V This right, sustained by all our legislation and adju- 
dications, covers the whole ground. Lessee of Johnson et al. vs. Mcintosh^ 8 
Whcaton, 543; 5 Coiid. Re.. 5] 5. 

But, leaving the Constitution, it is denied that there are precedents. Tiie 
honorable gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayly] has not only contested the 
power of Congress to legislate on the subject of slavery in the Territories, 
but he has denied the existence of precedents to sustain this power. Sir, it 
would have been an assertion fiir less bold, to deny the existence of prece- 
dents for the election of a President of the United States ; for the instances 
of the latter have been far less frequent than of the former. Congress has 
legislated on the subject of slavery in the Territories all the way up, from the 
adoption of the Constitution to the present time; and this Ictrislation has been 
sustained by the judiciary of both the General and State Governments, and 
carried into execution bv the Executive power of both. See Menard vs. As- 
pasia, 6 Fcfcrs, 505; Phebe cl al. vs. Jay. Brecse's Re., ; Ho^g vs. the 
Za)i.^si'A/.le ('anal Co., 5 Ohio Re., 410; Martin's Lonisia?ia lie., N. S. 699 ; 
Spooncr vs. McConncll, \ McLeans Re., 341 ; Harvey vs. Deeker, Walker's 
Mississippi Re., 36; Rackael vs. Walker, 4 Missouri Re., 350. 

So far as the uniform practice of sixty years can settle a doubtful, or con- 
firm an admitted right, this power of legislating over the Territories has been 
taken from the region of doubt, and established upon the basis of acknowl- 
edged authority. In legislating for all that is now Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Michigan, Iowa, Missouri, Arkansas, Mississip|>i, Louirdana, and 
Florida, we have legislated on the subject of slavery in the Territories. Sixty 
Years of legislation on one side, and not a denial of the right on the other. 

But the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bavly] says, that the action of Con- 
gress, in regard to the Territories, has been rather that of constitution-making 
than of law-making. Suppose this to be true ; does not the greater include 
the ln<s ? If Contrress could malv-e a constitution for all the Territories, — an 
organic, fundamental law, — a law of laws, — could it not, had it so pleased, 
make the law itself? A constitution prescribes to the legislature whnt it shall 
do, and what it shall not do ; it commands, prohibits, and binds men by oaths 
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to support its(;ir. It. says, " Mitlicrto shalt thou come, and no further." And 
if Coiifrrcss can do this, can it not make the local law itself? Can aught be 
more prcpo^-'terous ? As if \vc could command others to do what we have no 
rii^lit to do ourselves, and prohibit others from doing whiit lies beyond our 
own jurisdiction. Surely, to decree on what subjects a community sliall leg- 
islate, and OR what they shall not legislate, is the exercise of the liighest 
power. 

Bui Congress lias not stopped with the exercise of the constitution-making 
power. In various forms, and at all times, it has legislated for the '.rcrrito- 
ries, in (ho strictest sense of the word IcgislcJion. It has legislated again 
and again, and ten times again, on this very subject of slavery. See the act 
of 1791, prohibiting the slave trade from any port or phice^^ in tho United 
States. Could any citizen of the United States, under tiiis act, have gone 
into one of our Territories and there iiave fitted out vessels for the slave trade? 
Surely lie could, if Congress had no right to legislate over Territories only 
as so much land and water. 

By statute 1798, chapter 2S, ^ 7, slaves were forbidden to be brought 
into the Mississippi Territory from without the United States, and all slaves 
so brought in were wade free. 

So the act of ISOO, chapter ol, in further prohibition of the slave trade, 
applied to all citizens of the United States, whether living in Territories or 
in organized States. Did not this legislation cover the Territories? 

By statute 1S04, chapter 3S, ^ 10, three classes of slaves were forbidden to 
be introduced into the Orleans Territory. 

Statute 1S07, chapter 22, prohibiting the importation of slaves after Janu- 
ary 1, 1S08, prohibited their importation into the Territories in express terms. 

Statute ISIS, chapter 91, statute 1S19, chapter 101, and statute 1S20, chap- 
ter 113, ))rohibiting the slave trade, and making it piracy, expressly included 
all the Territories of tlie United States. 

Statute 1S19, chapter 21, authorized tlic President to provide for the 
safe-K'oeping of slaves imported from Africa, and for their removal to their 
home in that land. Under this law, the President might have established a 
depot for slaves within the limits of our Territories, on the Gulf, or on the 
Alississippi. 

By statute 1820, chapter 22, ^ 8, Congress established what has been called 
the Missouri compromise line, thereby expressly legislating on the subject of 
slavery. So of Texas. See Jo. Rc.s, March 1, 1845. 

By statute 1819, chapter 93, statute 1821, chapter 39, i) 2, and statute 1822, 
chapter 13, 9, Congress legislated on the subject of slavery in the Territory 
of Florida. 

Does it not seem almost incredible that a defender and. champion of slavery 
should (Ifiiy the power of Congress to legislate on the subject of slavery in 
tlie Territories ? If Congress has no such power, by what right can a master 
recapture a fugitive slave escaping into a Territory ? The Constitution says ; 

No person held to service, or labor, in one State, escaping into another," — 
that is. ;uiother &7«^c, — "shall be discharged from such service, or labor," 
•fcc. The act of 1793, chapter 7, ("^ 3, provides that when a person held to 
labor," cScc, "shall escape into any other of the said States, or Territory,''^ 
he may be taken. By what other law than this can a runaway slave be re- 
taken ii) a. 'Vcfritory ? If Congress has no power to legislate on the subject 
of slavery in any Territory, then, surely, it cannot legislate for the capture 
of a fugitive slave in a Territory. The argument cuts both ways. The 
knife wounds him wdio would use it to wound his fellow. 

Further than this. If slavery is claimed to be one of the common subjects 
of li'gislntion, then any legislation by Congress for the Territories, on any of 
the common subjects of legislation, is a precedent, going to prove it.s right to 
legislate on slavery itself. If Congress may legislate on one subject belong- 
ing (0 a class, then it may legislate on any other subject belonging to the 
same class. Now, Congress has legislated for the Territories on almost the 
whole circle of subjects belonging to con\n\on legislation. It has legislated 
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on the elective frfiiicliise, on ilie pecuniary (lualificalions and rcsideiico of 
candidates for otiicc, on the miliiia, on oaths, on the per dion and niilen^'e of 
members, k,c, Arc, By statute 1S11, chapter 2.1, ^ 3, authorizing- tlie Terri- 
tory of Orleans to form a constitution, it was provided that all leiiMslative pro- 
ceeding's and judicial records should be kept and pronuilgated in the Eiii^lish 
ianp;uage. Cimnot Congress make provision for the rights of the people, as 
well as for the language in which the laws and records defining tliosc rigijts 
shall l>e expressed? Any language is sweet to the cars of man which gives 
him tlie right of trial by jury, of habeas corpus, of religious freedom, and of 
life, limb, and liberty; but accursed is that language, and fit ojily for the 
realms below, which deprives an immortal being of the rights of intelligence 
ami of freedom ; of the right to himself, and the dearer rights of family. 

Hut all this is by no means the strongest part of the evidence with which 
our statutes and judicial decisions aboiuid, showing the power of Co)igress 
to legislate over Territories. From the begiiming. Congress has not only 
legislated over the Territories, but it has appointed and controlled the agents 
of legislation. 

The general structure of the Legislature in several of the earlier Terri- 
torial Governments was this : It consisted ot a Governor and of two Houses, 
an upper and a lower. Without an ex'ception, where a Governor has been 
appointed, Congress has always reserved his appointment to itself, or to tlie 
President. The Governor so appointed has always had a veto power over 
the two Houses; and Congress has always reserved to itself, or to the Presi- 
dent, a veto power, not only over him, but over him and both the Houses 
besides. Congress has often interfered also with the appointment of the 
upper House, leaving only the lower House to be chosen exclusively by the 
people of the Territory ; and it has determined even for the lower Honse the 
qualifications both of electors and of elected. Further still : The power of 
removing the Governor, at pleasure, has always been reserved to Congress, 
or to the President. 

Look at this: Congress determines for the Territory the qualifications of 
electors and elected, — at least in the first instance. No law of the T'erritorial 
Legislature is valid until approved by the Governor. Though approved bv 
the Governor, it may be annulled by Congress, or by the President ; and the 
Governor is appointed, and may be removed at pleasure, by Congress or by 
the President. 

To be more specific, I give the following outline of some of the Territorial 
Governments : 

Ohio Territory^ statute 1789, chapter S, — A governor for four years, nom- 
inated by the President, approved by the Senate, with j)ower to appoint all 
subordinate civil and military officers. 

A Secretary for four years, appointed in the same way. 

Three Judges, to hold ofHce during good behavior. Governor and .Indg-js 
the sole Legislature, until the district shall contain -5,000 free male inlnil./iiauts. 
Then, 

A House of Assembly, chosen by qualified electors, for two years. 

A Legislative Council of five, to hold ofiice for five years. The House of 
Assembly to choose ten men, five of whom arc to be selected by tin; Presi- 
dent and approved by the Senate, These five to be the " Lciiislati ve Coun- 
cil." 

A Governor, as before, with an unconditional veto.^and a right to cnnvimo. 
prorogue, and dissolve the Assembly. 

Power given to the President to revoke the commissions of Governor and 
Secretary. 

Ind'Kuia Territory, statute ISOO, chapter 4L — Similar to thiit of Ohio, 
At first the lower Fiouse to consist of uot more than nine, nor less than seven. 
Mississippi, Territory, statute 1800, chapter 50. — Similar to that of Indiana. 
M.ichi<j;an Territory, statute ISOo, cJuipter, 5. — Similar to that of Indiana. 
IlUuoi.s Territory, statute 1809, chapter 13. — Similar to that of Indiana. 
Alabama. Territory, statute 1817, chapter 59. — Similar to that of Indiana. 
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Wisconsin Territory, statute 1S36, chapter 54. — Governor for three years, 
appoitiictl aa above, and removable by the President, with power to appoint 
orticcrs and grant pardons. Unconditional veto. 

Secretary for four years, removable by the President. In the absence, or 
during the inability, of the Governor, lO perform his duties. 

Legislative .\ssembiy to consist of a Council and a House of Representa- 
tives, to be chosen for two years. Congress to have an unconditional veto, 
to he exercised on laws approved by the Governor. 

Louisiana Territory, statute 1S03, chapter 1. — Sole dictatorial power given 
to the President of the United States ; and the army and navy of the United 
States ))laced at his command to govern the territorial inhabitants. — (This 
was under Mr. Jelicrson, a strict constructionist.) 

Territory of Orleans, statute 1804, chapter 3S. — Governor nominated i)y 
the President, approved by the Senate, tenure of ofHce three years. Keinov- 
able by the Presiderit. Secretary for four years, to be Governor in case, &:c. 

Legislative Council of thirteen, to be annually appointed by the President. 

Governor and Council, of course, a reciprocal negative on each other. 
Congress au unconditional veto on both. 

District of Louisiam, statute 1S04, chapter 3S. — To be governed by the 
Governor and Judges of the Territory of Indiana. 

Congress an unconditional veto on all their laws. 

Missouri Territory, statute 1812, chapter 95. — A Governor, appointable 
and removable as above. 
Secretary, the same. 

A Legislative Council of nine. Eighteen persons to be nominated by the 
House of Kepresentatives for the Territory ; nine of these to be selected and 
nppointed by the President and Senate. A House of Representatives to be 
chosen by the people. 

Arlmimis Territory, statute 1819, chapter 49. — A Governor and Secretar}^ 
appointable and removable, as above. 

All legislative power vested in the Governor and in the judges of the supe- 
rior court. 

When a majority of the freeholders should elect, then they might adopt 
the form of government of Missouri. 

East and West Florida, statute 1S19, chapter 93. — Statute 1821, chapter 
•29. — Statute 1822, chapter 13. — From March 3, 1819, to March 30, 1822, 
the Government vested solely in the President of the United States, and to 
be exercised by such ofllcers as he should appoint. 

After March 30, 1822, a Governor and Secretary appointable and remova- 
ble as above. 

All legislative power vested in the Governor, and in thirteen persons, called 
a Legislative Council, to be appointed annually by the President. 

Yet, sir, notwithstanding all this legislation of Congress for the Territories, 
on the subject of slavery itself; notwithstanding its legislation on a great class 
of subjects of which slavery is acknowledged to be one; notwithstanding its 
appointment in some cases, of the legislative power of the Territory, — making 
its own agent, the Governor, removable at pleasure, — giving him a veto in the 
lirst place, and reserving to itself a veto when he has approved; notwithstand- 
ing the exercise, in other cases, of full, absolute sovereignty over the inhab- 
itants of the Territories, and all their interests ; and, notwithstajiding such 
lias been the practice of the Government for sixty years, under Jefferson, 
!\Iadison, Monroe, Jackson, and others, it is now denied that Congress has 
any right to legislate on the subject of slavery in the Territories. Sir, with 
a class of politicians in this country, it has come to this, that slavery is the 
only siicred thing in existence. It is self-existent, like a god, and human 
power caiHiot prevent it. From year to year, it goes on conquering and to 
concjuer, iitid human power cannot dethrone it. 

Sir. 1 will present another argument on this subject, and I do not oce how 
any jurist or statesman can invalidate it. 

Government is one, hut its functions arc several. They are legislative, 
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ludicial, executive. These functions are coord inrifo ; ench supposes the other 
two. There must be a legislature to enact laws ; there must be a judiciary 
to expound the laws enacted, and point out the individuals against whom 
they are to be enforced ; there must be an executive arm to enforce the decis- 
ions of the courts. In every theory of g-ovcrnmcnt, where one of these exists, 
the others exist. Under our Constitution they are divided into three parts, 
and apportioned among three coordinate bodies. Wlioever denies one (jf 
these must deny them ail. 

If the Government of the United States, therefore, has no right to Icgislafc 
for the Territories, it has no right to adjudicate for the Territories ; if it has 
no right to adjudicate, then it has no right to enforce the decisions of the 
judicial tribunals. These rights must stand or fall together. He who takes 
from this Government the law-making power, in regard to Territories, strikes 
also the balances of justice from the hands of the judge, and the mace of 
authority from those of the executive. There is no escape from this conchi- 
sion. The Constitution gives no more authority to adjudge suits in the Ter- 
ritories, or to execute the decisions of the Territorial courts, than it does to 
legislate. If Congress has no power over territory, only as land, then what 
does this land want of judges and marshals ? Is it not obvious, then, that 
this new reading of the Constitution sets aside the whole legislative, judicial, 
and executive administration of this Government over Territories, since the 
adoption of the Constitution ? It makes the whole of it invalid. The Pres- 
idents, all members of Congress, all judges upon the bench, have been in a 
dream for the last sixty years, and are now waked up and recalled to their 
senses by the charm of a newly discovered reading of the Constitution. 

Hitherto, sir, I have not directed my remarks to the actual legislation by 
Congress, on the subject of slavery in the INortliwestern Territor}% so called. 
That territory was consecrated to freedom by the ordinance of 17S7. It has 
been said that the Confederation had no power to pass such an ordinance. 
One answer to this is, that the ordinance was a ''compact," in terms, and so 
was adopted and ratified by the sixth article of the Constitution, under the 
term " engasrenient." 

But whatever may be thought of this answer, there is another one which is 
conclusive. Congress has ratified the ordinance again and again. The first 
Congress at its first session passed an act whose preamble is as follows : 
" Whereas, in order that the ordinance of the United States, in Congress 
assembled, for the government of the territory northwest of the river Ohio, 
rnay continue to have full efTcct," &c. it then proceeds to modify some 
parts of the ordinance, ajul to adopi all the rest.* 

In the 2d section of the act of 1800, chapter 41, establishing the Indiana 
Territory, it is expressly provided that its government shall be " in all respects 
similar to that provided by the ordinance of 1787." 

In the act of 1802, chapter 40, section 6, authorizing Ohio to form a con- 
stitution and State government, this ordinance of 1787 is three times referred 
to as a valid and existing engagement ; and it has always been held to be so 
by the courts of Ohio. 

So in the act of 1816, chapter 57, section 4, authorizing the erection of 
Indiana into a State, the ordinance is again recognized, and is made a part 
of the fundamental law of the State. 

So in the act of 1818, chapter 67, section 4, authorizing Illinois to become 
a State. 

So in the act of 1805, chapter 5, section 2, establishing the Territory of 
jMichigan. 

So of Wisconsin, See act of 1847, chapter 53, in connection with tiie 
constitution of Wisconsin. 

But all this is tedious and superfluoiis. I have gone into tliis detail, 
bectiu.se I understand the gentleman from Virginia jMr. Bayly] to have 

* Mv. !\lii(lisoii thniight \ho ordiiifviiff^ lo he (.'learly iiivalui. 8oc FoHcnilist, No. 35. 

Il is ju.'^l as clear tlial 1)0 tli(iii,L;hl tlie (.'^.lusliiiilioii gavo valiiiily to it See Koderulibt., iVo. 
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(ioiiied this adoption and these recognitions of the ordinance. I hazard noth- 
ini:' in .saying that the ordinance of 17S7 has been expresi^ly referred to as 
valid, or expressly or impliedly reenacted, a dozen times, by the Congress of 
the United States ; and, in tlie State courts of Ohio, Illinois, Louisiana, Mis- 
sissippi, and Missouri, it has been adjudged to be constitutional. Ho\\\ then, 
is it possible for any mind amenable to legal rules for the decision of legal 
(juesiions, to say that Congress cannot legislate, or has not legislated, (except 
once or twice inadvertently.) on the subject of slavery in the Territories ? 

On this part of the argument, 1 have only a concluding remark to submit. 
The jtosition ] am contesting afilrrns generally that Congress cannot legislate 
upon the subject of slavery in the Territories. The hiajpcdiejiaj of so leg- 
islating is further advocated, on the ground that it is repugnant to Democrat- 
ical princi])les to debar the inhabitants of the Territories from governing 
theuiselves. Must the free men of the Territories, it is asked, have laws 
made for them by others ? No ! It is anti-democratic, monarchical, intoler- 
able. All men have the right of self-government ; and this principle holds 
true with regard to the inhabitants of Territories, as well as the inhabitants 
of States. 

Now, if these declarations were a sincere and honest affirmation of human 
rights, I should respect them and honor their authors. Did this doctrine 
grow out of a jealousy for the rights of man, a fear of usurpation, an asser- 
tion of the principle of self-government, I should sympathize w^ith it, while I 
denied its legality. But, sir, it is the most painfull aspect of this whole case, 
thai the very object and purpose of claiming these ample and sovereign rights 
lor t)ie inhabitants of the Territories, is, that they may deny «ZZ rights to a 
p/oition of their fellow-beings within them. Enlarge, aggrandize th( rigiits 
of the Territorial settlers! And why? Because, by so doing, you enable 
them to abolish all rights for a whole class of human beings. This claim, 
then, is not made for the purpose of making freemen more free, but for 
making slaves more enslaved. The reason for denying to Congress the power 
v> legislate for the Territories, is the fear that Congress will prevent shivery 
in them. The reason for claiming the supreme right of legislation for the 
Territorial inhabitants, is the hope that they will establish slavery within 
their borders. Must not that Democracy be false, whi.f;h begets slavery as its 
natural olispring? 

If it has now been demonstrated that Congress has uniformly legislated, 
and caji legislate, on the subject of slavery in the Territories, 1 proceed to 
consider the next question. Is it expedient to exclude slavery from them ? 

Ih ie, on the threshold, we are coidVonted with the claim that the gates 
shall be thrown w'ide open to the admission of slavery into the broad western 
world; because, otherwise, tlie southern or slave States would be debarred 
from enjoying their share of the common property of the Union. 

I meet this claim with a counter-claim. If, on the one hand, the consecra- 
tion of this soil to freedonj will exclude the slaveholders of the South, it is 
just as true, on the other hand, that the desecration of it to slavery will 
< .vclutie the freemen of the North. We, at the North, know too well the 
fountiation.s of worldly prosperity and liappiness ; we know too well the 
soijri;es of social and moral welfare, ever voluntarily to blend our fortunes 
with those of a community where slavery is tolerated. If our demand for 
free territory, then, excludes them, their demand for slave territory excludes 
us. Not one in five hundred of the freemen of the North could ever be 
iuiluced to lake his family and domicile himself in a Territory where slavery 
exists. They know that the institution would impoverish their estate, demor- 
alize tlieir children, and harrow their own consciences with an .-^ver-present 
.sense of guilt, utUil those consciences, by force of habit and induration, should 
pass into that callous and more deplorable state, where continuous crime could 
be committed without the feeling of remorse. 

Sir, let me read a passage from Dr. Chamiing, written in 1798, — fifty 
years ago, — when, at the eariv age of iiiiieteen, he lived for some time in 
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Richmond, Virg-inia, as a tutor ii) a private family. While there, he wrote a 
letter, of which the followiiig is an extract : 

"Tli'.'p,' is <»ne nl»j».'rt horo wliioli alwiiys dcprcssos mo. ll is alavcnj. This alone would pre- 
vent lilt' from t.'vor s-t.'lllii.it!: in Virginin. Liuigiuii^e coiiiiot express i;iy tlctosliuioii of il; Mnstor 
j'.iiii sluvf ! Niiliii-c ii«;'V».>r iiijuif; Mich ;i distiiiclioiij or cstalilistu'tl sueli !i relation. ]Vt;in, wht.'ii 
lort'i'd to Milistituio the will nt' :tini!htT lor his own, fonsos; u> he a nioral iiifont ; liis title to tlie 
of uiaii is t.'.vtin<;nisht'ti ; liu lit-ooiiies ti mere uiachino in the hands of his oi)prc.ss()r. No 
cnipire is vahiah'o as the •'iiipirv of one's .self. No riijht is m) insopavalile from tiumaniiy, and 
so inressary to tlie iin|>roveiiienl of onr sjjecics, as tlie riyht of oxorting the powers wliieh nature 
ha.« v'ivcn iis in tho pinsuii of any and of every good which we can ohtaiti wilhtinl doing injury to 
others. Should yoii desire it, I will give you some idea of the situation and character of ihe ne- 
','roes in Viririida. It is a suhject so degrading lu hujnanity, that I cannot dwell on it with pleas- 
ure. I should he oliliged to show you every vice, heightened hy every meanness, and added to 
evi rv misery. Tl»; innueuce of slavery on the wiiites is almost as fatal us on the hlacks iheni- 
selvJs." 

This was written fifty years ago, by a young man from IVew England, only 
nineteen years old. I know that, on all siihjects of philatithropy and ctliics, 
Dr. Channing was half a century in advance of his age. But tiie sentiments 
he expressed on this subject, at the close of the last century, arc now the prev- 
alent, deep-seated feelings of northern men, excepting, perhaps, a few cases, 
wliere these feelings have been corrupted by interest. 

1 repeat, then, that the north camiot shut otit the south from the nt^v Terri- 
tories by a law for excluding slavery, more eflcctually thati the south Mill shut 
out the north by the fact of introducing slavery. Even admitting, then, that 
the law is ecpial for both north and south, I will show that all the equity is on 
the side of the north. 

Sir, from the establishment of our independence by the treaty of 1783, to 
the time of the adoption of the Constitution, and for years afterwards, no trace 
is 10 be found of an intention to enlarge the bounds ol" our Republic ; and it is 
well known that the treaty of 1S03, for ac{iuiring Louisiana, was acknowl- 
edged by J\lr. JeHerson, who made it, to be unconstitutional. In 17S7, the 
Aiagna Charta of perpetual freedom was secured to the Northwest Territory, 
But the article e.vcluding slavery from it had an earlier date than 17S7. On 
tlie first of March, 17S4, Congress voted to accept a cession from the State of 
\'irginia of her claini to the territory northwest of the Ohio river. The sub- 
ject of providing a government for this and other territory was referred to a 
committee consisting of Mr. Jefl'erson, Mr. Chase of Maryland, and Mr. Hovv- 
eil of Khode Island. On the 19th of April, 17S4, their report was considered. 
Tiiat report contained the following ever-memorable clause : 

" That after iho veiir 1800, of the Christian era, there shall lie iicilher slavery nor involuntary 
servitude in any of tlie said States, |they were spoken of as States, liecause il was always oonteiu- 
piateil to erect the Territories into States,] «»therwi.se than in punishment of crimes whereof the 
party shall iiavc heeii convicted to have been personally guilty." 

Sir, we hear much said in our day of ti»e AVilrnot proviso against slavery 
In former years, great credit lias been given to Mr. Nathan Dane, of Massa- 
chusetts, for originating the sixth article, (against slavery.) in the ordinance 
of 17S7. Sir, it is a misnomer to call this restrictive clause the "AVilinot 
provi.so." It is the Jefferson proviso, and Mr. .lefierson should have the honor 
oi' it ; and would to Heaven that our southern friends, who kneel so devoutly 
at his shrine, could be animated by that lofty spirit of freedom, tliat love for 
the rights of man, which alone can make their acts of devotion sacred. 

But what is most material to be observed here, is, that tlie plan of govern- 
ment reported by Mr. Jeflerson, and acted upon by the Congress at that time, 
embraced all the " western territory." It embraced all the " territory ceded, 
or to be. ceded, by individtial States to the United States." — See Journafs of 
Congress, April 23, 17S4. If, then, we leave out Kentucky and Tennessee, 
as being parts of Virginia and Nortli Carolina, all the residue of the territory 
north or south of the Ohio river, within the treaty limits of the United States, 
was intended, by the Jetrerson proviso," to be rescued frorn the doom of 
slavery. For that proviso there were sixteen votes, and only seven against it. 
\et so singularly were these seven votes distributed, and so large a majority 
of the States did it require to pass an act, that it wa? The whole of the 
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representation from seven States voted for it unaninjously. Only two States 
voted unanimously against it. Had but one of Mr Jeflcrson's colleagues 
voted with him, and liad Mr. Spaight, of North Carolina, voted for it, the re- 
strictive clause in the report would have stood. But a minority of seven from 
the slaveholding States controlled a majority of sixteen from the free States; — 
ominous even at that early day of a fate tiiat has now relentlessly pursued us 
for sixty years. 

That vote was certainly no more than a fair representation of the feeling of 
the country against slavery at that time. It was with such a feeling that the 
*' compromises of the Constitution," as they are called, were entered into. 
Nobody dreaded or dreamed of the extension of slavery beyond its then exist- 
ing limits. Yet behold its aggressive march ! Besides Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee, which I omit, for reasons before intimated, seven new slave States have 
been added to the Union, — Mississippi, Alabama, Missouri, Arkansas, Loui- 
siana, Florida, and Texas, — the last five out of territory not belonging to us 
at the adoption of the Constitution; while only one free State, Iowa, has been 
added during all this time, out of such newly-acquired territory.* 

But there is another flict, which shows that the slaveholders have already 
had their full share of territory, however wide the boundaries of this country 
may hereafter become. 

I have seen the number of actual slaveholders variously estimated ; but the 
hifrhest estimate I have ever seen is three hundred thousaml. Allowing six 
persons to a family, this number would represent a white population of eigh- 
teen hundred thousand. 

Mr. GAYLE, of Alabama, interrupted and said: If the gentleman from 
Massachusetts has been informed that the number of slaveholders is only 
300,000, then I will tell him his information is utterly false. 

Mr. MANN. Will the gentleman tell me how many there are ? 

Mr. GAYLE. Ten times as many. 

Mr. MANN. Ten times as many! Ten times 300,000 is 3,000,000: and 
allowing six persons to each fiimily, this would give a population of 18,000,000 
directly connected with slaveholding ; while the whole free population of the 
south, in 18-10, was considerably less than five millions ! 

Mr. MEADE, of Virginia, here interposed and said, that where father or 
mother owned slaves, they were considered the joint property of the family. 
I think, if you include the grown and the young, there are about three mil- 
lions interested in slave property. 

Mr. MANN resumed. My data lead me to believe that the number does 
not now exceed two millions ; but, at the time of the adoption of the Consti- 
tution, the number directly connected with slaveholding must have been less 
X\\'M\ one million. Yet this one million have already managed to acquire the 
broad States of Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, Florida, and Texas, beyond 
the limits of the treaty of 1783 ; when, at the time the "compromises of the 
Constitution " were entered into, not one of the parties supposed that we 
should ever acquire territory beyond those limits. And this has been done for 
the benefit (if it be a benefit) of that one million of slaveholders, against what 
is now a free population of fifteen millions. And, in addition to this, it is to 
be considered that the non-slaveholding population of the slave States have as 
direct and deep an interest as any part of the country, adverse to the extension 

* Here Mr. HiLHAiin, of Alabama, rose lo ask if ihe Souili, Ity the Missouri compronuse, Ir.ui 
not siirroiulered its right to carry shivery north of the coinprcnnisc line ? The question was not 
uii(lcrstooil. If it had heen, it w^ould h.aVe licen replied, that tlie existence of slavery at New Or- 
leans, and a few other places in Louisiana, at the time of the treaty with France, by no means es- 
tablished the right to carry it to the Pacific Ocean, if the treaty extended so fiir. Shu'ery licin? 
against natural right, can only exist by virtue of positive law, backed by force sufficient to proiecl 
it. It could not lawfully exist, therefore, in any |>art of Louisiana, which had not been laid out, 
organized, ai»d subjirleifto ilie civil jiuMSilictioii of ilie Government. Such was not tlic casc^ with 
any part of the torrilory north of tlit.' coinproinise line; auti therefore nothing was siUTeiidered. 
On tlie other liand, in the formation of llie Territorial Governiiieiits of Orleans, Missouri, Arkan- 
sas, und Florida, a vast extent ofrouniry was .siirroiiderod to slavery. And this is indepeiKieiit of 
the question, wlielher Citnuri'ss, by tlui Coiistiliiiin;i, has any more right. If) estaliiish slavery aivj- 
tc/icrc, than it has to ».'si;iblish ;ui in!jui>;ii khi. frcni'.; an oriii.T nf nubility, or anoint a king. 
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of slavery. If all our new territory be doomed to slavery, where can the non- 
slaveholders of the slaveholding States eniigrate to ? Are they not to be con- 
sidered ? Has one half the population of the slaveholding; States rights, which 
are paramount, not only to the rights of the other half, but to the rights of all 
the free States besides? for such is the claim. No, sir. I say that, if slavery 
were no moral or political evil, yet, according to all principles of jusnce and 
equity, the slaveholders have already obtained their full share of territory, 
though all the residue of this continent were to be annexed to the Union, and 
we were to become, in the insane language of the day, '* an ocean-bound 
Republic." 

I now proceed to consider the nature and eflects of slavery, as a reason why 
new-born communities should be exempted from it. First, let me treat of its 
economical or financial, and secondly, of its moral aspects. 

Though slaves are said to be property, they are the preventers, the wasters, 
the antagonists, of property. So far from facilitating the increase of individ- 
ual or national wealth, slavery retards both. It blasts worldly prosperity. 
Other things being equal, a free people will thrive and prosper, in a mere 
worldly sense, more than a people divided into masters and slaves. Were we 
so constituted as to care for nothing, to aspire to nothing, beyond mere tem- 
poral well-being, this well-being would counsel us to abolish slavery wherever 
it exists, and to repel its approach wherever it threateins. 

Enslave a man, and you destroy his ambition, his enterprise, his capacity. 
In the constitution of human nature, the desire of bettering one's condition is 
the main-spring of effort. The first touch of slavery snaps this spring. The 
slave does not participate in the value of the w^ealth he creates. AH lie earns, 
another seizes. A free man labors, not only to improve his own condition, 
but to better the condition of his children. The mighty impulse of parental 
affection repays for diligence, and makes exertion sweet. The slave's heart 
never beats with this high emotion. However industrious and frugal he may 
be, he has nothing to bequeath to his children, — or nothing save the sad 
bonds he himself has worn. Fear may make him work, but hope — never. 
When he moves his tardy limbs, it is because of the suffering that goads him 
from behind, and not from the bright prospects that beckon him forward in 
the race. 

What would a slave-owner at the south think, should he come to Massa- 
chusetts, and there see a farmer seize upon his hired man, call in a surgeon, 
and cut off all the tlexor muscles of his arms and legs? I do not ask what lie 
would think of his humanity, but what would he think of his sanity ? Yet 
the planter does more than this when he makes a man a slave. He cuts 
deeper than the muscles ; he destroys the spirit that moves the muscles. 

In all ages of the Avorld, among all nations, wherever the earnings of the 
laborer have been stolen away from him, his energies have gone with his 
earnings. Under the villeinage system of England, the villeins were a low, 
idle, spiritless race ; dead to responsibility ; grovelling in their desires ; resist- 
ant of labor; without enterprise; without foresight. This principle is now 
exemplified in the landlord and tenant system of Ireland. If a tenant is to be 
no better off for the improvements he makes on an estate, he will not make 
the improvements. Look at the seigniories of New York, — the anti-rent dis- 
tricts as they are now called; — every man acquainted with the subject knows 
that both people and husbandry are half a century behind the condition of con- 
tiguous fee-simple proprietorships. All iiistory illustrates the principle, that 
when property is insecure, it will not be earned. If a despot can seize and 
confiscate the property of his subject at pleasure, the subject will not acquire 
property, and thereby give to himself the conspicuousness that invites the 
plunder. And if this Ixi so when property is merely insecure, what must be 
the effect when a man has no property whatever in liis earnings ? Who does 
not know that a slave, \v!io can rationally hope to purchase his freedom, will 
do all the work he ever did before, and earn his freedom money besides? 
Slavery, therefore, though' claiming to be a kind of property, is the bane of 



property; ixnd the more s'lave?: there are foiuKl iti tlic inventory of u luUion's 
wealth, the ler^s in value will tiie ao-oTei>-ate of that inventory 1)e. 

This is o)ic of the reasons why slave lahor is so nuicli less eflicient than free 
lahor. The former can never compete with the latter; and while the greater 
service is performed with cheerfulness, the smaller is extorted by fear. Just 
as certain as that the locomotive can outnni the horse, and the linhtnino- out- 
speed the locomotive, just so certain is it that he who is animated hy the hopes 
and the rewards of freedom will outstrip the disheartened and fear-driven 
slave. 

The intelligent freeman can afford to live well, dress decently, and occupy 
a coml'ortahle tenement. A scanty sid)sistencc, a squalid garb, a mean and 
dilapidated hovel, proclaim the degradation of the slave. The slave States 
gain millions of dollars every year from the privations, the moan food, clothing, 
and shelter, to which the slaves are subjected ; and yet tliey grow rich less 
rapidly than States where millions of dollars are annually expended for the 
comforts and conveniences of the laborer. More is lost in production than is 
gained by privation. 

A universal concomitant of slavery is, that it makes white labor disreputa- 
ble. Keing disreputal)lc, it is shunned. The pecuniary loss resulting from 
this is incalculable. Dry up the myriad head-springs of the Mississippi, and 
where would be the mighty vohune of waters which now bear navies on their 
bosom, and lift the ocean itself above its level, by their outpouring flood ? 
Abolish those sources of wealth, which consist in the personal industry of 
every man, and of each member of every man's fiimiiy, and that wide-spread 
thrift, and competence, and elegance, which are both the reward and the stim- 
ulus of labor, will be abolished with them. Forego the means, and you for- 
feit the end. You must use the instrument if you would have the product. 
Nothing but the feeling of independence, the conscious security of working 
for one's self and one's family, will, in the present state of the world, make 
labor profitable. 

1 know it has been recently said in this Capitol, and by high authority, that, 
Avith the exception of menial services, it is not disreputable at the south for a 
white man to labor. There are two ways, each independent of the otiier. to 
disprove tliis assertion. One of them consists in the testimony of a. host of 
intelligent witnesses acquainted with the condition of things at the south. I 
might fpiote page after page from various sources ; but, as the assertion comes 
from a ge jtlcman belonging to South Carolina, I will meet it with the state- 
ments of another gentleman belonging to the same State. I refer to Mr. Wil- 
liam Oregg, of Charleston, — a gerjtlcman who is extensively acquainted with 
the social condition of men both north and south. 

In that State, according to the last census, there were about 150,000 free 
whites, o\-er twelve years of age. "Of this class," says Mr. Gregg, "fifty 
thousand are non-producers."^'' I suppose South Carolina to be as thrifty a 
slave State as there is, perhaps excepting Georgia; yet here is one third part 
oi' the population, old enough to work and able to work, who are idle, atul of 
coiu'se vicious, — non-producers, but the worst kind of consinners. 

Another answer to the above assertion is. that if white labor were reputable 
at the south, and white mow were industrious, the whole country would be a 
garden, — a terrestrial paradise, — so far as neatness, abundance, and beauty, 
tvre concerned. Where are the ui:sui;rs of this respected and honored white 
lahor? In a country where few expenses are necessary to ward off the rigors 
of winter; where the richest staples of the world arc produced ; where cattle 
and flocks need but little shelter, and sometiuies none ; if man superadded his 
industry to the bounties of nature, want would be wholly unknown ; compe- 
tence would give place to opulence, and the highest decorations of art would 
mingle with the glowing beauties of nature. 

]3ut hear Mr. Grenir • 

* Kssiiys on l>oiiiestic tiidiisfry, or an Inquiry into the e.x]wlicney of cstahlisliipg Cotton M;\nu- 
facluri'js ill Jrlonih C'arolina, KS-l.l. 



13 



" My roeoiil viyilio the iiorllieni Siatos has fully ,s!ili>rK'([ me lliat ihe true socrt'l of our (iitli- 
rullies lit's iu llu.-. wuiil uf ouorijy o[i tlio pari of uu'r capitalisis, ami igiioraiicn and laziiiuyis (iii tlio 
part of those will) tHii,'lit to labor. We need never look lur thrift while \vc jjermit our iuiinenst! 
liinhcr forests, granite (luarries, and mines to lie idlo, and suj»|)ly ourselves with hewn ,tj;ranite, 
pine hoards, laths, shingles, &.e., furnished f.y the la:]/ do^'s nt the North ; uh I worse than this ; 
we see ftur hack country farmers, many of whom arc too lazy to mend a liroken i,nite, or rt-pair iIk; 
fences to protect tlieir crops from the nei'^ldionrini; slock, actually supplied with their axf, hoe, 
;iiid hrooiii handles, pitchforks, rakes, &c., I.)y l!»e hulolciit mountaineers of ISew Hampshire and 
Massachusetts. The time was, when every old woman had her s^ourd, from which tlic etumtry 
gardens were supplied with seeii. We now find it more convenient to permit this duty to devolve 
1)11 our careful friends, ihc Yankees. Even our l)oat-oars, and hand-spikes for rollintr lotfs, are 
l'arni.>hed, reaiiy made, ut our iianii," &-C. " IS'eed I add, to further exemplify our excosivo indn- 
louce, tliat liic (Dharlesloii market is supplied with tish and wild game hy northern Jiien, whu nuin.! 
out here as regularly as the winter eomes, for this puri)use, and from our own waters and forests 
often realize, in the course of one winter, a sutiieiency to purchase a small t'arui iu Mew Kiig- 
innd." -~ /.'Jusuyn, page 3. 

Ag-;iiu : ' 

" It is only necessary to tnivel over llie sterile mountains of <~'ouueeticut, ]Massachu-<»'ns, Ver- 
mont, and ?New Hampshire, to learn the true secret of our dillicullies,"' — "to learu the ditlerenco 
lielwccn iuilolenee and industry, extravagance asid ecoi-.omy. We there see the scenery, which 
woidil laki; the jilace of our unpainled mansions, dilajiidated cahins, with mud elsiuuieys, ;iud no 
windu ws, hroken-down rail fences, fields overgrown with weeds, and thrown away half exhausted, 
to he lakeu uj) liy pine thickets ; heef cuttle unprotected from the iucleinency of winter, and so 
poor as haroly to preserve life." — Essays, page 7. 

And again : 

''Shall we pass unnoticed the thousands of poor, igru>r,mt, degraded white people aiiuMig us. 
wlio, in this land of jilenty, live in comparative nakedness and starvation? .Many a one is reared 
i'.i pwij.il. South Carolina, irom hirth to manhood, who h«s never passed a mouth in which he lias 
tu>t, s(^!iie part of llie time, heen stinted for meat. Many a mother is there who will tell vou that 
her children are hut scantily supplied with hread, and much more scantily with meat, aiitl if they 
he clad with coniforlahle raiment, il is at the wxpen^e of these scanty allowances of I'immI. These 
may he siartling statements, hut they are iieveriheless true ; and, if not helicved in (' "harleston. 
the memhers of our Legislature, who have lravei'.sed the State in electioneering eamjKiigus, can 
attest their truth." — Bssitys, page '22. 

After such statements as these ; after the testimony of hundreds and litui- 
drcds of eye-witnesses; after the proofs furnished Ity the acgregotcs of pro- 
ducts, ptibiishcd in our Patent Office Reports, it is drawing a little too heavily 
on otir credulity to say that the white man at the Sontli is industrious. In- 
dustry manifests itself by its results, as the sun manifests itself by shining. 

But slavery is hostile to the pecuniary advancement of the cotnnittnity in 
anorlier way. The slave must be kept in ignorance. He must not be edu- 
cated, lest with education should come a knowledge of his natural rights, and 
tb.e means of escape or the power of vengeance. To secure the abolition of 
his freedom, the growth of his mind must be abolished. His education, ihero- 
fore, is prohibited by statute, under terrible penalties. 

Now a man is weak in his muscles; he is strong only in his faculties. In 
physical strength, how much superior is an ox or a horse to a man; in fleetness, 
the dronKidiiry or the eagle. It is through mental strength only that man be- 
comes; the superior and governor of till animals. 

It was not the design of Providence that the work of the w^orld should be 
performed by muscular strcngtli. God litis tilled the earth and imbued the 
elements with energies of greater power than that of all the inhabittmts of a 
thousund planets like ours. Whence come our necessaries and our luxuries? — 
tliose comforts and appliances that tnake the difference between a hou.'^eless, 
wandering tribe of Indians in the far West, and a New England village. 
They do not come wholly or principally froiti the original, unassisted strength 
of tlio human arm, but from the employment, through intelligence and skill, 
of tlmsc great natural fftrces, with which the bountiful Creator has filled every 
part of the ntaterial Universe. Caloric, gravittttion, expansibility, compressi- 
bility, electricity, chemical aflinities and repulsions, spontaneous velocities, — 
these are the mighty agents which the intellect of inan harnesses to the car of 
iinprovement. The application of water, and wind, and steam, to the |)ropul- 
sion of machinery, and to the transjiortation of men atul merchandise from 
place to place, has added ten thousand fold to the actual products of Imman 
iiuiustrv. How small tlic wheel wliicls the stoutest laborer can turn, and how 
soon -.vill he be weary. Compare tliis with a wheel driving a thousand spin- 
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dies or looms, which a stream of water can turn, and never tire. A locomo- 
tive will take five hundred men, and boar them on their journey hundreds of 
miles in a day. Look at these same five hundred u)en, starting from the same 
point, and attempting the same distance, with all the pedestrian's or the eques- 
trian's toil and tardiness. The cotton mills of Massachusetts will turn out 
more cloth in one day than could have been manufactured by all tbc inhabit- 
ants of the Eastern continent during the tenth centtay. On an clement which, 
in ancient times, was supposed to be exclusively within the control of the gods, 
and where it was deemed impious for human power to intrude, even there the 
gigantic forces of nature, which human science and skill have eiilisted in their 
service, confront and overcome the raging of the elements, — breasting tem- 
pests and tides, escaping reefs and lee-shores, and careering triumphant around 
the glo})e. The velocity of winds, the weight of waters, and the rage of steam, 
are powers, each one of which is infinitely stronger than all the strength of all 
the nations and races of mankind, were it all gathered into a single arm. And 
all these energies are rrivcn us on one condition, — the condition of intelli- 
gence, — that is, of education. 

Had God intended that the work of the world should be done by human 
hones and sinews, he would have given us an ann as solid and strong as the 
shaft of a steam-engine ; and enabled us to stand, day and night, and turn the 
crank of a stearnsiiip while sailing to Liverpool or Calcutta. Had God de- 
signed the human muscles to do the work of the world, then, instead of the 
ingredients of gun-powder or gun-cotton, and the expansive force of heat, he 
would have given us hands which could take a granite quarry and break its 
solid acres into suitable and symirictrical blocks, as easily as we now open an 
orange. Had he intended us for bearing burdens, he would have given us 
Atlanteaii shoulders, by which we could carry the vast freights of rail-car and 
steaniship, as a porter carries liis pack. He would have given us lungs by 
u'hich wc could blow fleets before us ; and wings to sweep over ocean wastes. 
But, instead of iron arms, and Atlantean slmulders, and the lungs of Boreas, 
he has given us a mind, a soul, a capacity of acquiring knowledge, and thus 
of appropriating all these energies of nature to our own use. Instead of a 
telescopic and microscopic eye, he has given us power to invent the telescope 
and the microscope. Instead of ten thousand fingers, lie has given us genius 
inventive of the power-loom and the printing-press. Without a cultivated in- 
tellect, man is among the weakest of all the dynamical forces of nature ; with 
u cultivated intellect, he commands them all. 

And now, udiat does the slave-maker do ? He abolishes this mighty power 
of the intellect, and uses only the weak, degraded, and half animated forces 
of the human limbs. A thousand slaves may stand by a river, and to them it 
is only an object of fear or of superstition. An educated man surpasses the 
ancient idea of a river-god ; he stands by the Penobscot, the Kennebec, the 
Merrimack, or the Connecticut ; he commands each of them to do more work 
than cotdd be performed by a hundred thousand men, — to saw timber, to 
make cioth, to grind corn, — and they obey. Ignorant slaves stand upon a 
coal-mine, and to them it is only a worthless part of the inanimate earth. An 
educated man uses the same mine to print a million of books. Slaves will 
seek to obtain the same crop from the same field, year after year, though the 
pabulum, of that crop is exhausted ; the educated man, with his chemist's eye, 
sees not only the minutest atoms of earth, but the imponderable gases that 
permeate it, and he is rewarded with an unbroken succession of luxuriant 
harvests. 

Nor are these advantages confined to those departments of nature where 
her mightiest forces are brought into requisition. In accomplishing whatever 
re(|uires delicacy and precision, nature is as much more perfect than man, as 
she is more powerfiil in whatever rcMjuircs stroiigth. Whether in great or in 
small operations, all the improvements in the mechanical and the useful arts 
come as directly from intelligcncL', as a bird comes out of a shell, or the beau- 
tiful colors of a flower out of smishinc. The slave-worker is forever prying 
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at the short end of Nature's lever, and using the hack instead of the edge of 
her finest instruments. 

Sir, the most abundant proof exists, derived from all departments of human 
industry, that uneducated labor is comparatively unprofitJible labor. I have 
before me the statements of a number of t!,c most iiitellif'ent ijentlernen of 
Massachusetts, afiirmiiig this fact as the n^sult of an experience extending 
over many years. In Massachusetts we have no native bom child wholly 
without school instruction ; but the degrees of attaimnent, of mental develop- 
ment, are various. Half a dozen years ago, the Massachusett.s Board of Edu- 
cation obtained statements from large numbers of our niaster manufacturers, 
authenticated from the books of their respective establishments, and covering 
a scries of years, the result of which was, that increased wages were found in 
connection with increased intelligence, just as certainly as increased heat raises 
the mercury in the thermometer. Foreigners, and those coming from other 
States, who made their marks when they receipted their bills, earned the least; 
those who had a moderate, or limited education, occupied a middle ground on 
the pay-roll ; while the intelligent young women who worked m the mills in 
v.inter, and taught schools in summer, crowned the list. The larger capital, 
in the form of intelligence, yielded the larger interest in the form of wages. 
This incjuiry was not confined to manufactures, but was extended to other de- 
partments of business, where the results of labor could be made the subject of 
exact measurement. 

This is universally so. The mechanic sees it, when he compares the work 
of a stupid with that of an awakened mind. Tlie traveller sees it, when he 
passes from an educated into an uneducated nation. Sir, there arc countries 
in Europe, lying side by side, where, without compass or chart, without bound 
or landmark, I could run the line of demarcation between the two, by the broad, 
legible characters which ignorance has written on roads, fields, houses, and the 
persons of men, women, and children, on one side, and which knowledge has 
inscribed on the other. 

This ditTerence is most striking in the mechanic arts, but it is clearly visible 
also in h\isbandry. Not the most fertile soil, not mines of silver and gold, can 
make a nation rich, without intelligence. Who ever had a more fertile soil 
than the Egyptians ? Who haA'c handled more silver and gold than the 
Spaniards? The universal cultivation of the mind and heart is the only true 
source of opulence; — the cultivation of the mind, by which to lay hold on 
the treasures of nature ; the cultivation of the heart, by which to devote those 
treasures to beneficent uses. Where this cultivation exists, no matter how 
barren the soil or ungenial the clime, there comfort and competence will 
abound ; for it is the intellectual and moral condition of the cultivator that 
impoverishes the soil or makes it teem with abundance. He who disobeys 
the law of God in regard to the culture of the intellectual and spiritual nature, 
may live in the valley of the Nile, but he can rear only the " lean kine " of 
Pharaoh ; but he \vho obeys the highest law^ may dwell in the cold and inhos- 
pitable regions of Scotland or of New England, and " well-formed and fat- 
Heshcd kine" shall feed on all his meadows. If Pharaoh will be a taskmaster, 
and will not let the bondmen go free, the corn in his field shall be the " seven 
thin ears blasted by the east wind ;" but if he will obey the commandments 
of the Lord, then behold there shall be " seven ears of corn upon one stalk, 
all rank and good." Sir, the sweat of a slave poisons the soil upon which it 
falls; his breath is mildew to every green thing; Ikis tear withers the verdure 
it dro{)S upon. 

But slavery makes the general education of the whites impossible. You 
cannot ha\c general education without Common Schools. Common Schools 
cannot exist where the population is sparse. Where slaves till the soil, or do 
the principal part of whatever work is done, the free population must be sparse. 
Slavery, then, by an inexorable law, denies general education to the whites. 
The Providence of GJod is just and retributive. Create a serf caste, and debar 
them from education, and you necessarily debar a great portion of the privi- 
leged class from educfition also. It is impossible, in the present state of things, 
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or in any state of tilings \\"hi(;li can be foreseen, to liave free and luiiversal 
education in a slave state. The flifiiculty i.s insurinoimtabie. For a well 
org;jnized sy.steni of Connnon Schools, there should he two hundred children, 
at k'ii^t, living in such proximity to each other that the oldest of them cati 
come t(H''ether to a centra! school. It is not enough to •'•athcr from within a 
circle of half a dozen miles' diameter fifty or sixty children for a single school. 
This brings all ages and all studies into the same room. A good system 
rc(niires a separation of school children into four, or at least into three, classes, 
according to ages and attainments. AVithout this gradation, a school is bereft 
of more than half its efficiency. Now, this can never be done in an agricul- 
tural community where there are two classes of men, — one to do all the work, 
and (he other to seize all the profits. With New England habits of industry, 
and with that diversified labor which would be sure to spring from intelligence, 
the .State of Virginia, which skirts us here on the south, would support all the 
population of the New England Slates, and fdl them with abundance. 

•\ir. HAYLY. AVe have as great a population as New England now. 

j\[r. iMANN. As great a population as New England !! 

Mr. BAYLY. We send fifteen representatives. 

I A voice. And how many of them represent slaves ?] 

Mr. MANN. Massachusetts alone sends ten representatives. 

lA voi('e. And the rest of New England tweiity-one more.] 

Mr. MANN. I say, sir, the single State of Virginia could support in 
abundance the whole population of New England. VVith such a free popula- 
tion, the school children would be so numerous that public .schools might be 
opened w^ithin three or four miles of each other all over its territory, — the 
light of each of which, blending with its neighboring lights, would illumine 
the whole land. They would be schools, too, in point of cheapness, within 
every man's means. The degrading idea of pauper schools would be dis- 
carded forever. But what is the condition of Virginia now? One quarter 
part of all its adult free white population are unable to read or write, and were 
proclainicd to be so by a late Governor, in his annual message, without pro- 
ducing any reform. Their remedy is to choose a Governor who will not 
proclaim such a fact. When has Virginia, in any State or national election, 
given a majority equal to the number of its voters unable to read or write ? 
A liepfiMiccm government supported by the t^vo pillars of Slavery and Igno- 
rance ! 

In South Carolina there is also a fund for the support of pauper schools; 
iiut this had become so useless, and was so disdained by its objects, that a late 
Governor of the State, in his annual message, recommended that it should 
be witlulrawri from them altogether. 

Vet in many of the slave States there are beautiful paper systems of 
CouuKon Schools, — dead laws in the statute-books, — and the census tells us 
how profitless they have been. In 1S40, in the fifteen slave States and Ter- 
ritories, there were only 201,085 .scholars at the primary schools. In the 
same class of schools in the free States, there were 1,626,028, — eight times 
;is many. New York alone had 502,367, or two and a half times as many 
The scholars in the primary schools of Ohio alone outnumbered all tliose in 
the fifteen slave States and Territories by more than 17,000. In the slave 
States almost one tenth part of the free white population over twenty years 
of age are unable to read and write. In the free States, less than one in one 
hundred and fifty; and at least four fifths of these are foreigners, who ought 
not to be, included in the computation. Many of the slave States, too, have 
muniticent school funds. Kentucky has one of more than a million of dollars; 
Teime.ssec of two millions; yet, in 1837, Governor Clarke, of Kentucky, 
declared, in his message to the Legislature, that "one third of the adult 
populatioti were unable to write their names;" and in the State of Tennessee, 
according to the last census, there were 58,531 of the same description of 
])ersons. Surely it would take more than five of these to make three free- 
jnen: for the more a State has of them the less of intelligent frcedoiii will 
thnro he in it. Anil if the schools in the slave S)-\tos are compared wiih the 
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sciiools in the free States, the duficit'iicy iti quality will be us great as the 
deficiency in niuiiber. 

Sir, durinp: t!ie la.st ten years I have had a most extensive correspondence 
with the iiitelhjj^etit iViends of education in the slave States. They yearn lor 
progress, but they cainiot obtain it. They procure laws to be passed, Ijut 
there is no one to ex!:eute thetn. They set forth tlio benefits and the bless- 
ings of education ; but they speak in a vacuum, and no one hears the appeal. 
If a parent wishes to educate his children, lie must send them from home, and 
thus sutler a sort of bereavement, even while they live ; or he must employ a 
tutor or governess in his family, which few are able to do. Tlie rich may do 
it, but what becomes of tlic children of the poor? In cities the obstacles are 
less; but the number of persons resident in cities is relatively small. All 
this is the inevitable consefpience of slavery; and it is as impossible for free, 
thorough, universal education to coexist with slavery as for two bodies to 
occupy the same space ut the same time. Slavery would abolish education, 
if it should iiivade a free State ; education would abolish slaverv, if it could 
invade a slave State. 

Destroying common education, slavery destroys the fruits of common edu- 
cation, — the inventive niiud, practical talent, the power of adapting means 
to ends in the business of life. Whence have come all those medianical and 
scier>tific improvements and inventions which have cnriclied the world with 
so many comforts, and adorned it with so many beauties; which to-day give 
enjoyments and luxuries to a common (imnly in a New England village, 
that neither Queen Elizabeth of England nor any of her proud court ever 
dreamed of, but a little more than two centuries ago? Aniong whom have 
these improvements originated ? All history and experience afhrm that they 
have come, and must come, from people among whom education is most 
generous and uncontlned. Increase the comtitucncy, if I may so speak, of de- 
veloped intellect, and you increase in an equal ratio the chances of inventive, 
creative genius. From what part of our own country has come the application 
of stcain to the propulsion of boats for commercial purposes, or of wlieels for 
manufacturing purposes ? Where have the various and almost infmite im- 
provements been made which have resulted in the present perfection of cotton 
and woollen machinery ? Whence came the invention of the cotton-gin, and 
the great improvements in railroads ? Where was born the mighty genius 
who invented the first lightning-rod, which sends the electric lluid harndess 
into the earth ; or that other genius, not less beneficent, who invented the 
second lightning-rod, which sends the same fluid from city to city on mes- 
sages of business or of aflection ? Sir, these are results which you can no 
more have without common education, without imbuing the public mind witii 
the elements of knowdedgc, than you can have corn without planting, or 
harvests without sunshine. 

Look into the Pateiit Office reports, and see in w-hat sections of country 
rnccfianical improvements and the application of science to the useful arts 
liave originated. Out of five Immlred and scr,erity-tii'o patents issued in 1817, 
only sixty-six w^ere to the slave States. The patents annually issued, it is 
true, arc a mingled heap of chaft' and wheat,, but some of it is wheat worthy 
of Olympus. I think the Patent Oflice reports show, that at least six or eight 
times as many patents have been taken out for the North as for the South, 
What improvements will a slave ever make in agricultural implements; in the 
manufacture of metals ; in preparing wool, cotton, silk, fur, or paper; in chem- 
ical processes ; in the application of steam ; in philosophical, nautical, or optical 
instruments ; in civil engineering, architecture, the construction of roads, 
canals, wharves, bridges, docks, piers, ^c. ; in hydraulics or pneumatics; in 
the application of the mechanical powers ; in hou.sehoUl I'urniturc, or wearing 
apparel ; in printing, binding, engraving, &c., tScc. ? Ihis question, when put 
in reference to slaves, appears ridiculous; aiid yet it is no more absurd, when 
aslied in reference to an iirnorant slave, than when asked in reference to an 
uneducated white man. The fact that the latter is a voter makes no difler- 
cncc, notwithstanding the common opinion, in certain latitudes, that it does. 
3 
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All such iiiipi'cn-ciuoiits I'oino from minds which have had an early awakening-, 
and iiecii }>ut on srii'iitilic trains of thong-ht in their cliildhood and youth, — a 
thing utterly inipossihle for tlie peo])le at large, without Connnon Schools, 

Tiie.-^e are causes; now look at effects. In the New England States, the 
iron Mianulacture is twenty times as much, according to the population, as it 
is iu Virgiiiia; luid 3'ct Virginia has far more of the ore than they. In cotton, 
we can hardly (iiul a fraction low enough to express the clifierence. The 
shiii-l'uildinf;- in Maine and Massachusetts is thirty-five times as much as in 
Virginia. The North comes to the South, cuts their timber, carries it home, 
mamiiactures it, and then brings it back wrought into a hundred different 
forms, to be sold to those who would see it rot before tlieir eyes. 

Can anv man fjive a reason why Norfolk should not have n-rown like New 
York, other than the difference in the institutions of the people? Jamestowii 
was settled before Plymouth, and had natural advantages superior to it. 
Plymouth tiow has a population of between seven and eight thousand, is 
wortli two millions of dollars, and taxed itself last year, for schools and school- 
iiouscs, more thtin seven thousand dollars. I ought rather to say, that it 
invested tnore than seven thousand dollars in a kind of stock that yields a 
hundred per cent, income. How many bats there may be in the ruins of 
Jamestown the last census does not inform us. The books printed at the 
South I suppose not to bo equal to one fiftieth part of the number printed at 
the North. In maps, charts, engravings, and so forth, the elements of com- 
parison exist only on one side. 

Out of universal education come genius, skill, and enterprise, and the desire 
of bettering one's condition. Industry and frugality are their concomitants. 
Diversified labor secures a liome market. Diligence earns much, but the 
absence of the vices of indolence saves more. Hence comforts abound, wliilc 
capital accumulates. After the home consumption is supplied, there is a 
surplus for export. The balance of trade is favorable. All the higher insti- 
tutions of learning and religion can be liberally supported. Tliese institutions 
impart an elevated and moral tone to society. Hence efforts for all kinds of 
.social ameliorations. Temperance societies spring up. Societies for prevent- 
ing crime ; for saving from pauperism ; for the reform of prisons and the 
reformation of prisoners; for peace ; for sending missionaries to the heathen ; 
for diffusing the Gospel, — all these, whore a sound education is given, grow 
up, in the order of Providence, as an oak grows out of an acorn. 

In one thing the South has excelled, — in training statesmen. The primary 
and the ultimate effects of slavery upon this fact are so well set forth in a late 
sermon by Dr. Bushnell, of Hartford, Connecticut, that I will read a passage 
from it : 

" And here, since this insliliuioii of shivery, eiUering- into the forliiiK's of our history, (:<nn\i\'\' 
calcs iu so uiauy ways the disorders v/c sillier, 1 uuisl uause a few moiiieiUs lo slieteh iis eharuc- 
torislies. Slaverv, it is not to he detiied, is an csfjcntially harbnroiis institution. It gives ns, too, 
that sign which is the perpetual distinction of harharis'iii, that it has no law of nroijress. 'I'he 
hiyhesi"^ level it reaches is the level at which it bei,Mns. Indeed, we need iiot scrnpie to allow that 
ii has yiculed lis one consideiahlo advantage, in virtue of the tact that it jirodnees its hesl con- 
dition lirst. For wliilo the northern people were generally delving in lahor, for many gcneriilions, 
to create a condition of comfort, slavery setlhe masters al once on a footing of ease, gave then: 
leisure for elegant intercourse, for unprofessional studies, and seasoned their character thus with 
that kind of cultivation which distinguishes men of society. A class of statesmen were thus 
raised up, who were prepared lo figure as leader * in scenes of pnldic lifo, where so much depends 
on manners aiiil social address. But now the scale is changing. Free lahor is rising, at length, 
into a -late of wealth and comfort, to take the lead of Americiiii socieiy. Meanwhile, the foster 
sons of slavery, — the hic;h families, the statesmen, — gradually receding' in character, as they rmist 
under tliis vicious institnlion, are receding also in power and inlluence, and have heen ever since 
the Uevointion. Slavery is a condition against nature; the curse of nature, llierefore, is on il. 
and it liows to its doom fiy a law as irrosistilile as gravity. It produces a condition of ease whicii 
i'-i not the reward of hihor, and a state of degradation whicii is not the curse of idleness. 'Phere- 
lore, iheea.se it enjoys cannot hut end in a c'urse, and the degradation it sidlors ciinnot rise into 
a lilcs>!ng, It noilri'shes innu,'ri{»us and violent passions, it jiiakes the masters solitary sheiks 
on tht'ir estates, lorliidding lliiiss the 'possiliiruv of public schools, and j)revenlin!; also tiinl con- 
densed form of society whirh is lo'cessavy to the viu'itrous maintenance of ehurclies. Kdiication 
aiid religiiMi vhus liisplaced, the diimer-lalile only remains, and im this hangs, in great piir!. the 
keeping nf the social state, lint howeviT l)i'.:hly wi.' may esliniate the hiimanizincr power of hos- 
pitality, it cannot lie rc'jr.nlcd i\ny snilicient sjiring oi' charnctcr. It is neither !i school nor 11 
gosp(!l. .And when it comes of sell-indulgence, or only seeks relief for the tedium ul" an idl'': lile, 
scarcely ih>es il bring wilh it the hlessings uf a virliie. The uectniipli-linienls it yields ;i.ro of a 
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y,w\i (nwlitv, mhoT ihan of !i roa!, havlin? alioiit the snmo rehulou to a .Mihstanlinl ami tinishei! 
<aiUinv iliul' hoiK.r has to cliarack-r. Tliis kiini ul' carroiicy will pass lit) Iimurr ; \v.r, it is nut 
cxn.'iiso wilhunl n.-infoi-I, w sp!o!i;l.ir sol in disorder, as iliaiiioiiils iii pt'Wt.T ; it is iioi air in piaiv 
„'rVl.-"-niir.!, or asMiraiifc sulisliiuloil for oasu ; iioillaT i> it to hi- luaslor o[ a llufiil spcrli, or in 
<r-riii<ii ihe saiiio with stalo (|iiotali(»iis rroiii the rliissii's ; iiiiich loss is il !o livf v.\ Uw Doti .liuiii 
vl-iii i.rrrprmg l,arhuri»iii hv poetic iiispiraliuii, — tlit- saiiio l,y which a lale iiolde pori, (Iniwini,' 
oiii of Turks iiii-.i piral.-s. U faiii..- the chost-Mi laiiivr.ie ol slavory, — not any or idl ol liu-so can 
-ualio up such a slvlc of man. or of liiV, as wc in t!ii> ;ii;c dcinaiui. Wc liav..- cnmc up now to a 
'ihiiiit whcr.: we hio'l; lor true iiitcllcrinal n'liiioiiieiil. and ii ripe state (d personal enlture. !liM how 
elciulv i^ il seen to iio a viuhilion of its own laws, for slavery to produco a i^enniiie schohir. or a 
iiuui vvho. in niiy departuient of excellence, unless il he in politics, is mil a jiill cenlnry heliind his 
!ime! And if wo ask l"or \vh;it i^ dt-anM- ami heller still, lor a pure Chri.siian iiKM-alily. ihe youth 
iif sl;'iverv are trained ii> iiu stich h:diils as are most eon'.;eiiial tt» virliio. The point of honor is 
;heoid\- principle inaiiv of them know. Violence ami di.-,sipatioii lirin;,^ down every siiccoeciintr 
i:fner;ii'ion to a stale ctnuinnallv lowvr ; so that now, after a hundred and lifty years are nns.M'd, 
ihe shiveholdiiiir territorv inav he descrihed as a vast mi-sioiinry irroinid, and one so iincoinlnrtahle 
te the iVilhfnl mini-lrv »">f Chri.rl, hy reason of its jeahnis tempers, and the known repmjiiance il 
lias to uianv of tlie lir'sl niaxiMs of the Gospel, lhal scarcely a missionary can he lonnd to enter it. 
Ooniiecied with this moral decav, the resources of nalure als(» are e.xiiaiisted, and her fcrtih^ terri- 
tories ehiumed to a doserl. hv :h"e iincivaliii!,' power of n spendthrift in)«tituli.iii. And then, havini? 
niaile a waste where God had imide a yiirdoii, .slavery gathers up the relics of liaiikruptcy, and the 
haser relics stiil of virlae and all manly enli'rjirise, and goes forlli li> renew, on a xirwi >oil, its 
(iismal ami forlorn history. Thus, at lon'^th, iias heen produced what may he calk ;he howie- 
kiiife stylo of civilizalioii, and (he new west of liie South is overrun hy it,— a spirit of hlooil 
■vhich deties :dl laws of God and man ; — honorahle, hut not honest ; prompt to resent an injury, 
slack to dischar^^e a deht ; educaled to oa.se, and readier, of coiir.se, when the means of living fail, 
to liiid th.om al'lhe gamhliir,'-tahle or the laco-yronml, than in any work of industry, — i)rohahly 
S'.puindering the means of living there, to relieve the tedium of ease ilsoUV 

The free schools of the North IcaJ to the common (lifTusion of Icnowlcdgc, 
and the equalization of s-^^'^ty. The private schools of the South divide men 
into patricians and plclx' . . , so that, in the latter, a nuisance grows out of 
ednration itscif. In tlie public schools of New York there are libraries now 
amounting to more than a million of volumes. In the schools of Massachu- 
setts tlie ''nutn her of volumes is relatively less, but the quality is greatly 
•superior. In each of these States, within half an hour's walk of the poorest 
fcinn-house or mcclianic's shop, there is a library, free and open to every cliiltl, 
contaitiinLr work's of history, biography, travels, ethics, natural science, kc, &c., 
which will siipi)!y him with tlic noblest capital of intelligence, wherewith to 
coimiience the busitic-s of making hitnself a useful and intelligent citizen. 
With the e.xceptiou of New Orlenns, (whose free schools were commenced and 
have been presided over by a Massachu.-^etts man,) and tliree or four other 
cities, all the li{>raries in the public schools of the slave States could l)e carried 
in a schoolboy's satchel. The libraries of all the universities and colleges of 
the South con'taiu 223,416 volumes ; those of the North 593,S97 volumes. The 
librtiries of southern theological schools 22,S00; those of northern 102,030. 

Look into Silliman's Journal, or the volumes of tlie American Academy of 
.Arts and Scietices, and intjuire whence the communications came. Where 
live the historians of the country. Sparks, Prescott, l^ancroft ; the |)ocfs, 
Whitfier, l^ryant, LongfeHow, LoutII ; the jurists, Story, Kent. Wheaton; the 
'•la.ssic iuodeis of writing. Channing, Everett, Irving ; the female writer.'^ .Miss 
Scdirwick, Mrs. Sigouriiey, and Mrs. Child? All this i)roceeds from no 
siqicriority of natural endowment on the one side, or inferiority on the other. 
The Southern States arc all within what may he called - tlie latitudes of 
•genius;" for there is a small belt around the globe, comprising but a fev/ 
degrees of latitude, which has produced all the distinguished men who have 
•:ver lived. I say this diiTerence results from no difference in natural endow- 
Mient. The mental endowments at the South are equal to those in any j)art 
nf the world. But it comes because, in one qtiarter. the common titmosphere 
is vivitied with knowledge, electric with ideas, while slavery giithers in 
Boeotian fogs over the other. WIrat West Point has huen to our armies in 
.Me.vico. that, and more than that, good schools would be t(t tiie ititelligimcc 
and industrial prosperity of our country. 

It niLiy seonV'.i little out of place, but I cannot forbear here advening to one 
point, whicl). as a lover of childr'Mi and a parent, touches ine mc>re deeply 
thnn iinv other. To whom nre intrusted, at the S(;uili, the early care iind 
nurture of cliildre!) ? it has been thought i)y many educators mid niela])l)y- 
sicians, that children learn as much beibre the age oi' seven years a.^- ever 
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aft'Tu-imls. Who, fit tin; Soutl), ailininister.s early Knowiedo-c, — llicse 
idvas. tlicf^e view?*, that have such sovereign eHlcacv in the formation of aihilt 
chararror? Wlio has the custody of childrou durinq- this ductile, fonnino-, 
iv'ceptive period of hfe, — a period when the mind ahsorbs whatever is l.irought 
into contact with it ? Sir, the children of the South, more or less, and n-en- 
crally vioj-e, arc tended and nurtured by slaves. Ignorajice, superstition, val- 
parity. passion, and perliaps impurity, are the breasts at whicli thev iiur.sc. 
Wiiatever otiier afllictions God may see fit to brinj^ upon me, whatever other 
mercies lie may withhold, may Me give me none but persons of intellineiice. 
of refinement, and of moral e.vccilence, to W'alk witl\ my children (iuriiii;- the 
imitative years of their existence, and to lead them in the paths of knowledge, 
and iireathe into their hearts tlie breath of a moral and religious life. 

iieibre cotisidering tlie moral character of slavery, I wish to advert for a 
moment to the position which we occupy as one of the nations of the earth, 
in this advancing period of the world's civilization. Nations, like individ- 
uals^ have a character. The date of the latter is counted by years; that 
of the former by centuries. No man can have any self-respect who is not 
solicitous about his posthumous reputation. No man can be a patriot who 
feels neither joy nor shame at the idea of the honor or the infamy which his 
age and his country shall leave behind them. Nations, like individuals, 
have characteristic objects of ambition. Greece coveted the arts; Koine 
gloried in war ; but liberty has been the goddess of our idolatry. Amid the 
storms of freedom were we cradled ; in the struggles of freedom have our 
joints been knit ; on the rich aliment of freedom have we grown to our 
presiMit stature. With a somewhat too boastful spirit, perhaps, have we 
challenged the admiration of the world for our devotion to liberty; but an 
enthusiasm for the rights of man is so holy a passion, that even its excesses 
are not devoid of the beautiful. We have not only won freedom for ourselves, 
but we have taught its sacred lessons to others. The shout of " Death to 
tyratits, and freedom for man!" which pealed through tliis country seventy 
years ago, has at length reached across the Atlantic; and whoever has given 
an attentive ear to the sounds which have come back to us, within the last 
few months, from the European world, cannot have failed to perceive that they 
were only the far-travelled echoes of the American Declaration of Indepen- 
dence. lJut in the divine face of cur liberty there has been one foul, demotiiac 
feature. Whenever her votaries would approach her to worship, they have 
been fain to draw a veil over one part of her visage to conceal its hideousness. 
Whence came this deformity on her otherwise fair and celestial countenance ? 
Sad is the story, but it mast be told. Her mother was a vampire. As t)ic 
daughter lay helpless in her arms, the beldam tore open her living flesh, and 
fcrtsted upon her life-blood. Hence this unsightly wound, that affrights who- 
ever liehfdds it. But, sir, I must leave dallying with these ambiguous rneta- 
])liors. One wants the plain, sinewy, Saxon tongue, to tell of deeds that 
shoidd have shamed devils. Great Britain was tlie mother. Her American 
colonies were the daughter. The mother lusted for gold. To get it, she 
made partnership with robbery and death. Shackles, chains, and weapons 
for human butchery, were her outfit in trade. She made Africa her hunting- 
ground. She made its people her prey, and the unwilling colonies her 
njarket-place. She broke into the Ethiop's home, as a wolf into a sheepfold 
at midnight. She set the continent a-flame, that she mioht seize the aflVi'dited 
inhabitants as they ran shricl.-ing from their blazing hamlets. The aged and 
the infant she left for the vultures; but the strong men and the strong women 
she drove, scourged and bleeding, to the shonj. Packed and stowed like 
mercliandize between unventilated decks, so close that the tempest without 
co\dd not rutlle the pestilential air within, the voyage was begun. Once a 
day the hatches were opened, to receive food and to disgorge the dead. 'J'hou- 
sands and tlumsands of corpses, which she plunged into the ocean from the 
decks of her slave-ships, she counted only as the tare of conunerce. The blue 
monsters of the deep became familiar with her pathway ; and, not more reiuorse- 
less than she, they shared her plunder. At length the accursed vessel reached 
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tlie fuirii^u sliorc. Arul there, nionsters of the land, fiercer and feller th:m any 
that roam the watery jjlains, rewarded the robhcr hy purchasing- his spoils'. 

For iuore than a century did the inadne?;.s of this traflic rage. Duriiig all 
tliose years, the «:lock of eternity never counted out a ininute that did not wit- 
ness the cruel death, by treachery or violence, of some son or daughter, some 
futiicr or mother, of Africa. The three millions of slaves tliai now- darken our 
southern hori/ou are the progeny of these progenitors, — a doomed race, fated 
and sulfering from sire to son. l^ut the enormities of tlie mother coumrv did 
not pass without remonstrance. Many of the colonies expostulated against, and 
rebuked them. Tlie New England colonics. New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Vir- 
ginia, presented to the throne tlie most humble and suppliant petitions, praying 
for the :i.bolition of the trade. The colonial legislatures passed laws against it. 
Ihu ilieir petitions were s])urned from the throne. Their laws were vetoed by 
the governors. In informal negotiations, attempted with the ministers of the 
crou n, the friends of the slave were made to understand that royalty turned an 
adiicr's ear to tlieir jtrayers. The profoundest feelings of lamentation and 
abliorrence were kindled in the bosoms of his western subjects ))y this flagitious 
coiitluci of the king. In that dark catalogue of crimes, which led our i'aihers 
lo (orswear alJegiance to the British throne, its refusal to prohibit the slave trade 
to the colonies is made one of the most prominent of those political oHences 
whicii are said to "define a tvrant." In the original drauirht of the Deelara- 
lion o!' Independence, as prejiared by Mr. Jefferson, this crime of King George 
the Third is set forth in the following words: 

" IK- liiis wasieii v.vw\ Wiir itu'iiiiist liisiir.in fi:itnro its»?lf, violatiittj '.t!! most sjirrcd rit,'lits oflife 
ati'i liiK'iiy ill the ptMsons of a (lisi;«iil |M'<tjilt! who iiovlm' (■tirciideci him, Cii}niviiliiitr and cariyiii!^ 
liifiu iiitn slavery 'm armUu'r lu'H>i>j)lK're. (mMu iiifiir iiiisfnililo doalh in lht;ir traiisporlatiiiii ihilhor. 
This piraiical wnrfaio, tlic rippvoliriiiiii of infidfl powers, is llio warfare of the Chki.stian KTiiii; of 
(ircui I'ritaiii. Deterrniiiod lo Uoop a iiiarUi't where Mfc'N shoulit he hontrht and sold, hu lias 
prostitiiu il his Dt'gaiivc for .siipprc:?i?iiiij every loijislative aneiiipi lo j)rohihil or to restrain lliis e\- 
ccr;i|ile enuuiieree." 

Now, if the king of Great Britian prostituted his negative that slavery might 
not l>e restricted, what, in alter times, shall be said of those who prostitute 
their aflirmative, that it may be extended ? Yet it is now proposed, in some 
of the state legislatures, and in this capitol, to do precisely the same thing in 
regard to the Territory of Oregon, w^liich was done by Great Britain to her 
trausatlantic possessions; not merely to legalize slavery there, but to prohiltit 
its inhabitants from prohibiting it. Though three thousand miles west of 
Great Britain, she had certain constitutional rights over us, and could aflect oiir 
(iesiiny. Though the inhabitants of Oregon are three thousand miles west of 
us, yet have certain constitutional rights over them, and can afl'ect their 
destiny. Great Britain jinnulled our laws for proliibiting slavery; we proj)()SC 
to amiul an existing law of Oregon prohibiting slavery. If the execrations of 
mankind are yet too feebit; and too few to punish Great Britain for her wick- 
edness, what scoj»c, what fulness, what etertnty of execration and anathema, 
uili be a sufhcient retribuiioii upon us, if we vohniteer to copy her exani})le? 
It was in the eighteenili century, when the mother country thus tnade mer- 
chandise of hunian beings, — a lime when liberty was a forbidden word in tlie 
laii2uages of Europe. It is in tlie nineteenth century, that we propose to 
vcriiaci, and on an ampler scale, the s;ime execrable villany, — a time wiien 
liberty is the rallying cry of ail Christendom. So great has been the pn^gress 
oi liberal ideas within the last century, that what was venial at its beginning 
is unpa.rdonable at its close. To drive collies of slaves from here to Oregon, 
ni the middle of the niueieenth century, is more infamous than it was to firing 
cargoes of slaves from Africa here, in the middle of the eighteenth. Yet such 
is the period that men W(.iuld select to perpetuate and increase the horrors of 
this traliic. 

Sir. how often, on this lloor, have in<rignani remonstrances been addressed 
to the North, ibr agitating the sul.iject of slavery? Mow often have we at the 
North l»fen told that we were inciting insurrection, fomenting a servile war, [uit- 
tiiig t!ie black man's knife to the white man's throat. The air of this hall 
has been iilled, its v.-alls have been as it were sculptured, by southern elo- 
quence, with images of devastated tou'ns, of murdered men and f .--: i i 



women: am], as a dofenco a,[^-aitist the iniquities of the institution, they have 
imiversally put in the plea tliat the calamity was entailed upon them by the 
inother couutfy, that it rnaile a part of the world tliey were born into, and there- 
i'ore they could not help it. I have always been disposed to allow its full 
w'ciLj'ht to this palliatii)!!. l>nt if they now insist upon perpetrating- apiinst the 
wiiole western world, which happens at present to be under our control, the 
same wrori'^s wliicii, in darker days. Great Britain perpetrated against thein, 
they will (brfeit every claim to synipatliy. Sir, here is a test. Let not south- 
ern men, who would now force' slavery upon new regions, ever deny that their 
slavery at home is a c'losen, voluntaiy, beloved crime. 

Hut let us look, sir, at tlie moral cliaractcr of slavery. It is proposed not 
merely to continue this institution where it now exists, hut to extend it to the 
P'aciric Ocean, — to spread it over the vast sIojtcs of the Rocky Mountains, 
Sir, tlio conduct of rrovernrncnts, like the conduct of individuals, is subject to 
the laws and the retributions of Providence. If, therefore, there is any ingre- 
dient of wrong in this institution, we ought not to adopt it, or to permit it, even 
though it should pour wealth in golden showers over the whole surface of the 
land. In speaking of the moral character of slavery, sir, I mean to utter no 
word for the purpose of wounding the feelings of any man. On the other 
hand, I mean not to wound the cause of truth by abstaining from the utterance 
of any word which I ought to speak. 

The institution of slavery is against natural right. Jurists, from the time 
(if Justinian ; orators, from the time of Cicero ; poets, from the time of Homer, 
declare it to be wrong. The writers on moral or ethical science, — the expound- 
ers of the law of nations and of God, — denounce slavery as an invasion of the 
rights of man. They find no warrant for it in the eternal principles of justice 
and e<pnty ; and in that great division which they set forth between right and 
\vrong, they arrange !*lavery in the catalogue of Crime: All the nol.ilcst in- 
stincts of Iniman nature n^bel against it. Whatever has been taught by sage, 
or sung by poet, in favor of freedom, is a virtual condemnation of slavery. 
Whenever we applaud the great chatnpions of liberty, who, by the sacrilice of 
life in t!ie cause of freedom, have won the homage of the world and an im- 
niortalit',' of fame, we record the testimonv of our hearts rsgainst slavery. 
Wherever patriotism and philanthropy have glowed brightest; wherever piety 
and a devout religious sentiment have burned most fervently, there has been 
the iriost decided recoirnition of the universal riirhts of man. 

Sir, lot us analyze this subject, and see if slavery l)c not the most com])act. 
:;nd concentrated, and (M)ndensed system of wrong which the depravity of man 
has ever invented. Slavery is said to luivc had its origin in war. It In 
claimed 'that the captor had a right to take the life of his captive; and that if 
lie snared that life he made it his own, and thus actjuired a right to control it. 
I deiiy (lie riglit of the captor to the life of his captive; and even if this right 
were conceded, I deny his right to the life of the captive's ollspring. 13ut this 
i\'l;jtio!i between captor and captive precludes the idea of peace; for no peace 
can be made where there is no free agency. Peace bving precluded, it follows 
inevitably that the state of war continues. Hence, the state of slavery is a 
state of war; and though active hostilities may have ceased, they arc liable to 
lavak out. and may rightfully break out. at any moment. How long must our 
i''ll()W-citizens, wlio were enslaved in Aliiiers. have continued in slaverv, before 
ilu'V woiild have lost the right of escape or of resistance ? 

TIj!' gentleman froiri Virginia, | .Mr. Bocociv,] in his speech this morning, put 
the rigiit (»f the slaveholder upim a somewhat diflerent ground. He said a man 
!nii,^iit acrpiire property in a horse before the existence of civil society, by catch- 
ing a wild (ti»e. Aiul so, he added, one man might acfpiire property in another 
!>',' swhiluiu"' liiiii t<» liis will. Tlie superirtr furce iruve tlie riii-ht, whether 
1 > t!)e Iwir,-.-;' or to llie man. N;iw, if this be so. and ifat anytime the siij)erior 
l;)n''' sh.iiild change sides, then it follows ineviiably that the relation ef the 
pariies might ho rightfully cl'.anu'ed by a new appeal to force. 

The same gemli'inan claims Hihle authority fer slavery. He says: *' i sec 
slavery iliero toleratetl, 1 had almost said inculcated. 1 see such language as 
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this, 'Both thy bondmen and thy bondmaids shall be of the heathen that 
are round about you ; of them shall you buy bondmen and V)ondmaids ; and 
yc shall tiske them a.s an inheritance for your ehildren alter you, to uilicnt 
thein for u possession,'" &:c. Does not the gentleman know, tliat by the .-ame 
autiiority, the Israelitl^sh slaves were commanded to despoil their Egyptian 
masters, and to escape froni bondaa-e ? Surely the latter is as good an authority 
as the former, if the gentleman's argument is sound, he is bound to advocate 
a repeal of the act of 1793. \\ the gentleman's argument is sound, the free 
Slates, instead of surrendering fugitive slaves to their nuistcrs, are bound to give 
those masters a Ked-sea reception and embrace ; and the escape of the children of 
Isnicl into Canaan is a direct precedent for the underground rail-voad to Canada. 

Both the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. FnKNen,] yesterday, and the gen- 
ileman from Virginia, to-day, spoke repeatedly, and without the slightest dis- 
critninailon, of a "a.«lave and a horse," "a slave and a mule," iVc. What 
should we think, sir, of a teacher for our children, or even of a tender of our 
cattle, who did rjot recognize the difference between men and mules, — between 
humanity and horse-flesh? What should we think, if, on opening a Vvork, 
claiming to be a scientific treatise on zoology, we should fnul tlu; author to be 
ignorant of the diiierence between biped and quadruped, or between men and 
birds, or men and fishes? Yet such errors w'ould be trifling comj^ared 
with those which have been made through all this debate. Thev would 
be simple errors in natural history, perhaps harmless; but these are errors, — 
fatal errors, — in humanity and Christian ethics. No, sir ; all the legislation 
of the slave States proves that they do not treat, and cannot treat, a human 
being as an animal. I will show that they ;ire ever trying to degrade him into 
an animal, although th.ey can never succeed. 

This conscious idea that the state of slavery is a state of w-ar, — a state in 
which superior force keeps inferior force down, — develops and manifests 
itself perpetually. It exhibits itself in the statute-books of the slave States, 
prohibiting the education of slaves, making it liighly penal to teach them so 
much TiS the alphabet; dispersing and punishing all meetings where they come 
together in quest oi' knowledge. Look into the statute-books of the free States, 
and vou will find law after law, cncouranemcnt after encourarrcmcnt, to secure 
tlie diifusion of knowledge. Look into the statute-books of the slave States, 
and you. find law after law, penalty after penalty, to secure the extinction of 
knowledge. Who has not read with delight those books which iiave been 
written, both in England and in this country, entitled "The Pursuit of Knowl- 
edge mider DilTiculties," giving the biographies of illustrious men, who, by an 
undaunted and indomitable spirit, had risen from poverty and obscurity to the 
heights of eminence, and blessed the world with their achievements in litera- 
ture, in science, and in morals ? V^et here, in what we call republican Amer- 
ica, are fifteen great Stales, vying with each other to see which will bring the 
blackest and most impervious pall of ignorance over three millions of human 
beings: nay, which can do imy-t to stretch this pall across the continent, from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific. 

Is not knowledge a good ? Is it not one of the most precious bounties which 
the all-bountiful Giver has Itestowed upon the human race ? Sir John Her- 
schel. poss(,'ssed of ample UTalth, his capai ions mind stored with the treasures 
ol knowledge, surrounded by the most Icanied society in the most cultivated 
metropolis in the world, says : "If 1 were to pray fur a taste which should 
stand me m stead, under every variety of circmnstanccs, and be a source of hap- 
piness and cheerfulness to me through life, and a shield against its ills, how- 
ever tilings might go amiss, and the wtyrld frown upon me, it would be a taste 
lor reading." Yet it is now proposed to coloni/e the l>road regions of the West 
With millions of our fell(>w-lx'ings, who shall never be able to read a book, or 
write u word ; to whom knowledge .-■hal! bring no delight in childhood, no 
rcliel ill the weary hours of si-:'K-u*.,'Ss nr coiiv.ilescence, no solace in the decrep- 
itude of agf' ; who sl;ail pr'rcrive noihiiiir of the beauties of art, who shall 
know notiiin;: of the wonders of sriciice, win* shall never reach ajiv hd'ty, intel- 
lectual coucopriun of tlie attrihutes of ilieir i^Tcat Creator; — deaf to all the 
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hosnmias of ])raisc which nature sings to her Maker; blind in this niag-nifi- 
cent temple wiiich God has buildod. 

Sir, it is one of the nohlc-.st attributes of man that he cnn derive knowledge 
from his predecessors. We possess the accumulated learning of ages. From 
ton T.hons;i!ul confluent streams, the river of truth, widened and deepened, has 
come down to us ; and it is among our choicest delights, that if we can add to 
its volume, as it rolls on, it will bear a richer freight of blessings to our succes* 
sors. ]:)Ut it is here proposed to anniil this bcnelicent law of nature; to repel 
this proi'iered bounty of Heaven, ft is proposed to create a race of men, to 
whom all the lights of experience shall be extinguished ; whose hundredth 
generation shall be as ignorant and as barbarous as its first. 

Sir, I hold all voluntary ignorance to be a crime ; I hold all enforced igno- 
rance to be a greater crime. Knowledge is essetitial to all rational enjoyment ; 
it is essential to the full and adequate performance of every duty. Whoever 
intercepts knowledge, therefore, on its passage to a human soul ; whoever 
strikes down the hand that is outstretched to grasp it, is guilty of one of the 
most heinous of olTences. Add to your virtue, knowledge, says the Apostle; 
but iiere the command is, be-cloud and be-little by ignorance, wliatever virtue 
you may possess. 

Sir, let me justify the earnestness of these expressions, by describing the 
transition of feeling through which I have lately passed. J. come from a com- 
munity where knowledge ninlvs next to virtue, in the classification of blessings. 
On the tenth day of April last, the day before I left home for tliis place, I at- 
tended the dedication of a schoolliouse in Boston, udnch had cost S70,000. 
The mayor presided, and much of the intelligence and worth of the city was 
present on the occasion. I see by a paper which 1 have this day received, that 
another schoolliouse, in tlie same city, was dedicated on Monday of the present 
week. It was there stilted by the mayor, that the cost of the city schoolhouses 
which had be(m completed witliin the last three months, w^as S200,000. On 
Tuesday of this week, a new high schoolliouse in the city of Cambridge was 
deilicated, Mr. Everett, the President of llarvard College, was present, and 
addressed the asseml)ly in a long, aiul, I need not add, a most ])eautiful speech. 
That schoolliouse, with two others to be dedicated within a week, will have 
cost <S2;3,0OI). Last week, in the neighboring city of Charlestown, a new high 
schoolhouse, of a most splendid and costly character, was dedicated by the 
mayor and city government, by clergy and laity. But it is not mayors of 
cities, and presidents of colleges alone, that engage in the work of consecrating 
temples of education to the service of the young. Since I have been here, the 
Governor of the Coimnonwcalth, Mr. Briggs, went to Ncwburyport, a distance 
of forty miles, to attciid the dedication of a schoolhouse, which cost 825,(j00. 
On a late occasion, when the san^e excellent chief Uiai'istrate travelled fortv 
miles to attend the dedication of a schoolhouse in tlie country, some speaker 
cotigratuluted the audience because the governor of the connnonwealih had 
come down from the executive chair to honor the occasion. " No," said he, 
" 1 have come up to the occasion to be honored by it." Within the last year, 
8-00,000 have been given by individuals to llarvard College. Within a little 
longer time than this, the other two colleges in the State h;ive received, to- 
gether, a still larger endowinent, fnmi individuals or the Slate. 

These measin'es are purt of a great systeni which we are carrying on for the 
cievaiion of the race. Last year, the voters of Massachusetts, in their respec- 
tive towns, vohmtarily t;ixed tlu.Mnselves iibout a million of dollars for the sup- 
port of Connnon Schools. Wl' have an old law on the statute-book, requiring 
towns to tax themselves for the support of public schools; but the people have 
long since lost sight of this law in the nnmilicence of their contributions. 
Massachusetts is now erecting a reform school for vagrant and exposetl <:hil- 
dren, — so maiiy of w'hom come to us from abroad. — which will cost the State 
more than a hundred thousand dollars. An unknown individual has given 
twenty thousand dollars towards it. W^e educate till our deaf and dmnb and 
blind. An approj)riatif>n was made bv the last Legislature to establish a school 
for iiiioi-^, in imitation of tliose beautiful institutions in I'aris, in Switzerland, 
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r.ml ill Berlin, wliere the most revolting and inulicions of this deplorable class 
are tamed into docility, made lovers of order and neatness, and capable of per- 
ibrming many valuable services. The future teacher of this school is now 
•abroad, preparing himself for his work. A few years aco, Mr. Everett, the 
present President of Harvard College, then Governor of the Commonwealth, 
s{X)ke the deep convktiom of Massachusetts people, when, in a public address 
on Bdncation, he exhorted the fathers and mothers of Massacliusetts in the 
following words: " Save," said he, ''save, spare, scrape, stint, starve, do any- 
ihinu'- but steal," to educate your children. And Doctor Howe, the noble- 
hearted director of the Institution for the Blind, lately uttered the deepest .vt';^- 
iiih'unts of our citizens, when, in speaking of our duties to the blind, the deaf 
and dumb, and the idiotic, he said: "The sight of any liuman being left to 
brutish ignorance is always demoralizing to the beholders. Tliere floats not upon 
t!ie stream of life a wreck of humanity so utterly sliattered and crijipled, but 
that its signals of distress should challenge attention and command assistance." 

Sir, it was all glowing and fervid with sentiments like these, tliat, a few 
weeks ago, I entered this House, — sentiments transfused into iny soul from 
without, even if I had no vital spark of nobleness to kindle them within. Im- 
ai,nne, then, my strong revvdsion of feeling, when the first set, elaborate speech 
which I heard, was that of the gentleman from Virginia, proposing to extend 
ignorance to the uttermost bounds of this Republic, — to legalize it, to enforce 
it, to necessitate it, and make it eternal, Since him, many others liave advo- 
cated the same abhorrent doctrine. Not satisfied with dooming a whok; race 
of our fellow-beings to mental darkness, impervious and everlasting, — not sat- 
isfied with drawing this black curtain of ignorance between man and nature, 
between the human soul and its God, from the Atlantic to the Kio Grande, 
;u njss half the continent, — they desire to increase this race ten, twenty mil- 
lions more, and to unfold and spread out this black curtain across the other 
Imlf of the continent. When, sir, in the halls of legislation, men advocate meas- 
ures like this, it is no figure of speech to say, that their words are the claidcings 
of multitudinous fetters; each gesture of their arms tears human ficsh with ten 
ilmusand whips ; each exhalation of their breath spreads clouds of" moral dark- 
ness from horizon to horizoii. 

Twenty years ago, a sharp sensation ran through the nerves of the civilized 
world, at the story of a young man named Caspar Hauser, found in tlie city of 
Nuremberg, in Bavaria. Though sixteen or sev«.;nteen years of age, he could 
ii!it walk nor talk. He heard without understanding; he saw without perceiv- 
ing; he moved without definite purpose. It was the soul of an infajit in the 
li )(iy of an adult. After he had learned to speak, he related that, from his 
earliest recollection, he had always been kept in a hole so small, that he could 
U'tt, stretch out his limbs, where -he saw no liglit, heard no sound, nor even 
witnessed the face of the attendant who brought him his scanty food. For 
many years conjecture was rife concerning his history, and all Germany was 
S-;irched to discover his origin. After a long period of fruitless incpiiry and 
speculation, public opinion settled down into the belief that he was the victim 
of some great unnatural crime; that he was the heir to some throne, and had 
b" 'n Sequestered by ambition ; or the inheritor of vast wealth, and had been 
liifblen away by cupidity ; or the ofispring of criminal indulgence, and had 
been buried alive to avoid exposure and shame. A German, Von Feiierbach, 
})'ili!is!ied an account of Caspar, entitled "The Example of a Crime on the 
I'iie of the Soul." But why go to Europe to be thrilled with the pathos of a 
fi'i:uan being shrouded from the light of nature, and cut offfrc'in a knowledge 
"i duty and of God? To-day, in this boasted land of light and liberty, there 
•n-'! three million Caspar Hausers ; and, as if this were not enough, it is pro- 
j'osed to multij)ly their number tenfold, and to fill up all the western world with 
liie^e proofs of human avarice and guilt. It is proposed that we ourselves 
•-hould create, and should publish to tlie world, not one, but untold millions 
of-' iixamples of aCrhiinont.hu. Life of the Souf It is proposed that the 
sell-styled freemeti, the self-styled Christians, of fifteen great states in this 
Aiiierieau Union, shall engage in the work of procreating, rearing, and sdling 
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Caspar Hanscrs, often from their own loins ; and if any further dcvclopincnt 
of soul or of l)ody is allowed to the American victims than was permitted to 
the 13avarian cliild, it is only because such development will increase their 
market value at the barracoons. It is not from any difference of motive, but 
only the better to insure that motive's indulgence. The slave child must be 
allowed to use his limbs, or how could he drudge out his life in the service 
of his master? The slave infant must he taught to walk, or how, n/tdcr 
liie shadoio of this thrice glorioiLS Capitol., could he join a colHe for Nev.' 
Orleans ? 

I know, sir, that it has been said, within a short time past, that Caspar 
Hauser v/as an impostor, and his story a fiction. Would to God that this 
could ever be said of his fellow-victims in America ! 

For another reason slavery is an unspeakable wronof. The slave is debarred 
from testifying against a white man. The courts will not hear him as a wit- 
ness. By the principles of the common law, if any man sufFers violence at 
the hands of another, he can prefer his complaint to magistrates, or to the 
grand juries of the courts, who are bound to give him redress. lionce 
the law is said to hold up its shield before every man for his protection, it 
surrounds him in the crowded street and in the solitary place. It guards iiis 
treasures with greater vigilance than locks or iron safes ; and against medi- 
tated aggressions upon himself, his wife or his children, it fastens his doors 
every night, more securely than triple bolts of brass. But all these sacred 
protections are denied to the slave. While subjected to the law of force, he 
is shut out from the law of right. To sulTer injury is his, but never to oiitaiii 
redress. For personal cruelties, for stripes that shiver his flesh, and blows 
that break his bones, for robbery or for murder, neither he nor his friends can 
have preventive, remedy or recompense. The father, who is a slave, may see 
son or daughter scored, mangled, mutilated or ravished before his eyes, and 
he must be dumb as a sheep before its shearers. The wife may be di.-lioii- 
ored in the presence of the husband, and, if he remonstrates or rebels, the 
miscreant who could burn with the lust, will burn not less fiercely with a ven- 
geance to be glutted upon his foiler. 

Suppose, suddenly, by some disastrous change in the order of nature, an 
entire kingdom or community were to be enveloped in total darkness, — to 
have no day, no dawn, but midnight evermore! Into what infinite forms of 
violence and wrong would the depraved passions of the human heart spring 
up, when no longer restrained by the light of day, and the dangers of expo- 
sure ! So fiir as legal rights against his oppressors are concerned, the slave 
lives in such a world of darktiess. A himdred of his fellows may stand 
around him and witness the wrongs he suffers, but not one of them can appeal 
to jury, magistrate, or judge, for punishment or redress. The wickedest 
white nian, in a company of slaves, bears a charmed life. There is not one 
of the fell passions that rages in his bosom which he cannot indulge with 
wantonness, and to satiety, and the court has no ears to hear the complaint of 
the victim. How dearly does every honorable man prize character ! The 
law denies the slave a cdiaractcr : for, however traduced, legal vindication is 
impossible. 

And yet, infinitely flagrant as the anomaly is, the slave is anjenablc to the 
laws of the land for all otlences which he may commit against otiiers, though 
he is powerless to protect himself by the same law from olTences which others 
may conunit against him. He may sull(:'r all wrong, and the courts will not 
hearken to his testimony ; but for the first wrong lie does, the same courts 
indict their severest punishments upon him. This is the reciprocity of stave 
law, — to be forever liable to be proved guilty, but never able to prove him- 
.self innooent ; to be subject to all punishments, hut through his own oath, to 
no protection. Hear what is saiil l.'V the highest judicial tril>unal of South 
Carolina: "Although slaves are held to be the absolute property of their 
owners, yet rhcv have tlie jiower of commitlinL;' crimes.*' — '2d Not' (i.iid 
McCord.'s licp., J). 179. A ueLTfo is so far anieMaMo to the coinnK;ni law. that 
he may he one of three to coiisiii ;ni.' tlii.' luuiilier ni\'..'>sary to uiake a riot. — 
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]st B(iif!< Erp., 358. By the laws of the same State, ji ncgvo may he himself 
stulen and he has no redress; hut if ho steals a negro from anotlior,, he shall 
he hunir. — 'M Nott and iMcCord's l\rp., 179. [An example of 1 his pnialtJj 
fii/jl'iTcd hy a slauc] This is tiie way that slave legislatures and slave ji.ulica- 
torif'S construe the command of Christ, " Whatsoever ye would that men 
should <lo unto you, do ye also the same unto them." Nav, by the hiws of 
sonu' of the slave States, where master and slave are engaged in a joint act, 
(he slave is indictable, while the mtister is not. 

What rights are more sacred or more dear to us than the conjugal and tlie 
]KirfMital ? No savage nation, however far renmved from the frontiers of civ- 
ili/ation, has ever yet been discovered, where these rights were unlcnown or 
uiihonored. The beasts of the forest feel and respect them. It is only in the 
laud (»f slaves that they are blotted out and annihilated. 

Slavery is an unspeakable wrong to the conscience. The word '•con- 
science" conveys a complex idea. It includes conscientiousness ; tliat is, the 
soiitiinent or instinct of right and wrong ; and also intelligence, which is the 
guide of this sentiment. Conscience, then, im{)lies botli the desire or impulse 
to do right, and also a knowledge of what is right. Nature endows us with 
the scntiu^eni, but the knowledge we irmst acquire. Hence v.-e speak of an 
" ciiligluened conscience," meaning therel.)y not only the moral sense, but that 
knowledge of circumstances, relations, temlencies and results, wliich is neces- 
sary in order to guide the moral sense to just conclusions. Eacli of these 
elements is equally necessary to enable a man to feel right and to act right. 
Mere knowledge, without the moral sense, can take no cognizance of the 
everlasting distinctions between right arid wrong, and so the blind instinct, 
uuL'uided 1)V knowledge, will be forever at fault in its conclusions. The two 
were made to coexist and operate together, by Him who made the human 
soul. Hut the impious hand of n)an divorces these twin-capacities, wherever 
it denies knowledge. If one of these coordinate powers in the mental realm 
be aimulled by the Legislature, it may be called law; but it is repugnant to 
every law and attribute of God. 

But, not satisfied with having invaded the human soul, and annihilated one 
of its most sacred attributes, in t!»e persons of three millions of our fel'.ow- 
men ; not satisfied w'ith having killed the conscience, as far as it can be killed 
by human device, and human force, in an entire race ; we are now invoked 
to multiply that race, to e.Klend it over regions yet unscathed by its existence, 
and there to call into being other million<< of men, upon wdiose souls, and upon 
the souls of whose posterity, the same unholy spoliation shall be committed 
forever. 

Slavery is an unspeakable wrong to the religious nature of man. The 
dearest and most precious of all human rights is the right of private judgment 
in niatlers of religion. I am interested in nothinirclse so much as in the -attri- 
butc's of my Creator, and in the relations wdiich he has established between 
me and Himself, for time and for eternity. To investigate for myself these 
vclatioiis, and their momentous consequences; to " search the Scriptures;" to 
explore the works of God in the outward and visible universe ; to ask counsel 
of the sages and divines of the ages gone by, — tiiese are rights wdiich it would 
be sacrilege in me to surrender; which it is worse sacrilege in any human 
being or hmnan govermnent to usurp. Yet, by denying education to the 
slave, you destroy not merely the right but the power of personal examination 
in regard to all that most nearly concerns the soul's interests. Who so base 
as not to reverence the mighty champions of religious freedom, in days when 
the dungeon, the rack, and the fagot, were the arguments of a government 
theology ? Who does not reverence, I s'ay, Vv icklifle, Huss, Luther, and the 
whole arniy of martyrs whose blond reddened the axe of EiiLflish intolerance ? 
Vet i.L was only for this right of private judgment; for this iiidependence of 
another man's control, in religious concernments, that the godlike clnimpions 
0! religious liberty perilletl themselves and perished. Yet it is this very 
religious despotism over millions of men, which it is now proposed, not to 
destroy, but to create, it is proposetl nut to break old fetters and c:;si them 
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awny, but to forge now ones and rivet ihetn on. Sir, on the continent of 
Europe, imtl in tiio Tower of London, 1 have seen the axes, the chains, and 
other iiorrid iiuph^nients of death, by which t!ie great defenders of freedom for 
the soul were brounht to their final doom, — hv which political and religious 
liberty was cloven down ; hut fairer and lovelier to the view were axe and 
chain, and all the ghastlv implements of death ever invented by religious big- 
otry or civil despotism to wring and torture freedom out of the soul of man ; — 
fairer and lovelier were they !ill ti>an the parchment roil of this House on which 
shall be inscribed a law for profaning one additional foot of American soil 
Vvitli tiie curse of slavery. [Here the chairnKin's hammer announced the 
close of the hour. Mr. Mann had but one topic more which he designed to 
elucidate, — the inevitable tendency of slavery to del)ase tlic standard both of 
private and of public morals in any community \vhere it exists.] 



After the. above speech was delivered, T was referred to a Tract,., written by a Vu'ginian, 
on the subject of slavery ; and, by the politeness of its author, I have since obtained a copy 
of it. k is entitled, to the People of ll'est Vir<:i.ni(i ; showing that slavery is injurious 

to the public ivbl fare, and that it maij he gradiialli/ abtdixhed, without dctrivicnt to the rightxaud 
iiitf.re^.t^ of slaveholders. 13v a Si-avkiioi.dku oi" Wkst Viuginia. Lexington: R.C.Noel. 
ISIT." 'rins .Adilress was written hy the \\*:v. Henry Kutrner, D. D., President of Lexing- 
ton Cr>llege, .Lexington, Va. Some of the passages of this Address are so striking : it is 
throughont so corroborative of one of the argutnents contained in the Speech ; and, coming 
as it (lues, from a Virginian, an ey«;-witness of the eilects of slavery, and a holder of slaves, 
that I have {bought it would be useful to appeml them to this revised and correcteil cd\['u)\\ of 
the Si)eech. The extracts, of course, are not, as here, consecutive. 

JI. M. 

West Newton, Sept. 1, ISlS. 



" Xiiwlicre, since time began, have the two systems of slave labor and free lalior boon siil!)ectcd 
to so fair and sd decisive a triid of llioir ellecls on |>ntilie jirosj)erity, as in those United Slates. 
lli'w. tli(.! two systems have worked side liy side for ai^es, nmler sneh equal cirenmslaaees, both 
political and physical, and wiili siieli ample time and oppurliinity for eaeli to work out its proper 
ell'eets, iIimI all mnst admit the experiment to be now eomplcte, and the result decisive. I\o man 
of eoioiuoii jiense, who has observ>'d lliix result, can doubt for a moment, that the svr-slom of free 
lalior promotes the growth and pnisperity of .Stales in a uwch higher degree than the sy.siem of 
slave labor. In the first settlement of a eonntry, when labor is searee and dear, slavery may give 
a temporary impnlse to improveim-nt ; ItiU even this is not the case, except in warm elinuUos. aud 
wIm-mc ti'-e men are searee and either sickly or lazy; and when we have said this, we have said all 
that e.vperieiioe in the United Stales warrants ns to .say, in favor of the policy of employing slave 
lalwir. 

It is ihecounnon remark of all who have travelled through the United Slates, that the free States 
and the sl;ive States exhibit a strikin;^ c(Mitra^l in their appearance. In the older free States are 
seen the tokens of prosperity ; — aileiise and ineroasini: poiddalion ; thriving villages, towns and 
cities ; a neat and produeiive agriculture, growiu'.; mannfactnres, and active connneree. 

in ilii' older parts of the slavo Slates, — with ;t lew Incal exceptions, — are seen, oto the eontniry, 
too fvidi'ul signs of stagnation, or of positive decay ; — a sparse* popidation, a slovenly cultivation 
spread over vast lields that are wearini,' out, among others already w<irn out .and <!esolate villaiies 
anil idwns, " few and far lu.'tweeii," rarely growing, ofn.'ii decaying, sometimes mere remnants uf 
what ilioy were, sometimes destined ruins, haunted only by owls ; geiierally no nianufacliires, iiim 
even trades, exi'epl the indispensable few ; connneree and navigation abandoned, as far as p/ivsiMe, 
to til.' ])t'ople of ilie free Stal<'s ; and gent'rally, instead of the stirand bustle of industry, a dull and 
dreamy sullness, broken, if broken at all. only by the wordy brawl of politics. 

Ni'w l'',ni,dand and the middle States of New York, New .b?rsey, and Pennsylvania, eoniaiiied 
in IT'.io. 1 ,'.)i'iS,00(> iidiabitants, and in l.S-io. CjtiO.iiiti.i ; having liainell, in this jieriod. '2i:', jier cent. 

'I'iie fiMir old slave Slates had in I7'.)0 a population of l,.t7:!,iKMt, and in HK), of :i.-J7'.t,0i.)0 ; hav- 
im: 'jaiiu'il, in ihe same perioil, TJJ per cent., just about half as much, in proportion, as tli'^ free 
State-;. 'I'iiey ou^'ht to have i;aineil about twice as mnch ; for they had at first <inly seven inliiib- 
itants to ilie.s(piare mile, when the free Stales not. 'nily had upwards ttf twelve, bin, on ihe. whole, 
miii.di inferior advanta<,'es <d'soil and climate. Kven cold, barren New England, though more than 
twice as lliieldy peopled, grew in popidation at a faster rate than lhe.se old slave Stali.'s. 

.Abonl half the territory of these old slave States i.s new country, and lias coni|>arati veiy few 
slaves. On tlii.-^ part the increase oi' population has cliietly taken place. On the old slave-labored 
lowlands, a singular phi.Miomeiion has appeared : there, within the bounds of these r;ipiiily grow- 
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iiig I'liitoil States, — yes, ihorc, popiilatimi li.is ]wm latisr at a stand ; yos, ovfr wide regions,— 
ospt'fiatly ill Viri,'iiiii>,' — il lias doiTuifd. and a now \vil(lf;-iio.>-s is gaiuini,' U|Miri Uiu cidtivaifd land! 
Wlial has ddiie this work ol" dosdlaliun ' Not war, nor jioliU'iico ; not oppression of rulers, civil 
or i'(ch.'.'>ia>tii.'al ; luit .'•7(irfri/, a iMirst.- more di'stnu-Dvo in its idli.rts than any of tlioin. il were 
hiinl to liiid. ill olii Iviii^'-riiiden, priest-riihlon, ovt-riaxi'd l:',iiropo, su hirtro a conntry, wiicro, wiiliim 
iwoiity years past, sucli a !,'niwiiit,' poverty and dfsohUion liavt.' appeared. 

It i^. ill ihi; last period oi'tcn years, fruiii ISiiu to l.SKi, that this cniisiuning ])lague ofslavery has 
sliiuvii its worst ctVt'cis in tliu old Soiiiia.rn Htatcs. liu liidinif tliv ineri'ase in their newly M.'itit.'d 
ami Western Loimlios, they s,'ained in population only 7 I -'J jht feiit. ; wtiilf rold, harren, thifkly 
ju'oplcd .\t'w l-'jitilaiid gained 1 .j, and tlic old middle JSlaios, ".it) )ier ernt. Kasl Virginia aelnally 
iell oil" Jb, 0(10 ill popidation ; and, with the rxiTptioii of l^irliniond anil one or two ollior towns, hrr 
popiilaliOK (.'(Piuiiities to decline. Old Virginia was dm first to sow this land oi'oiirs with .••lavcry ; 
sill' is also ill!' lirst to rt-ap tl.e full harvest of dfstrnetiun. Iler lowland nriitld'tTs of jNlarjiand 
uiul liie (^irolinas were not far hehind at the !>ce(lini>- ; nor are lliey far heliind al the ingalheriii!.^ 
of desolation. 

I,el IIS lake the rich and lieautifnl State of Kentneky, c<^ni)»ared with her free neiqldior (")liio. 
The slaves of Keutneliy have comnnsed less than a fonrtli pan of her poimhuion. Bui mark iheir 
elilri uj)oii the eoinp;irative growth of the State. In the year Isim, K.eniiud\y contained -"J 1 .duo 
iiilialiitants, and Uhi(», •}.:•, u(H). In forty years, the popnlation of Kentneky had risen lo TSn.oiin ; 
that oi"()hiu to l,r.iy,00(>. This wonderful dilierence eonld not he owing to any niitural snperiority 
of the Ohio eoiiiitry. Kentneky is nearly as lart;e, nearly as fertile, und ipiile equal in otlier gifts 
of iiainre. Site had greatly the advantage loo in the outset of this forty years' race of jjopnlalion. 
She started with 5 \-'^ inhahitants to the s([uare mile, and came out witli '20 : Ohio started with one 
iahaliitaiil to the sfjiiare mile, and came out with -in. Keiiliaky had fnll possession of her territory 
al the beginning. iMnch of Ohio was then, and for a long time afterwards, in |)ossession of the 
Indians. Ohio is by this lime coiisideraMy more than twice as thickly peopled as Kentucky ; yet 
she still gains, hoth by nalural increase and hy the influx of emigrants ; while Kentucky has for 
twenty years heeu recei%'ing much fewer emigrants than Ohio, and inulliludes of her citizens have 
been yearly ni(»viiig ofl'lo newer and yet newer countries. 

Compare ihis natural increase with tlie census returns, and il appears that in the ten years from 
l8-ii) to is to, Virginia lost hy emigration no fewer than 375,000 of her people, of whom' East Vir- 
ginia lost 3u-t,(>od and West'Virginia 71,000. At this rate Virginia sumilios the West every ten 
years with a population equal in numher to the j)opulation of the Stale ol iMississippi in IS toi 

Some V irginia politicians proudly, — yes, proutlhj. fellow-citizens, — cull our old Coinuionweallh, 
The Mfither of States f These cu'liirlitcnal ))atriots might pay her a still higher compliment, hy 
calliiiL; her '/'/(t (»7-(i?u/Hio//(er of Stales. For our part, we are grieved and mortified, to think of 
the lean and haggard condition of onr ve»»erahle mother. Her black children have sucked her so 
dry, that no'vv, tor a long time past, she has not milk enough for her otfspring, cither black or 
white. 

She has sent, — or we should rather say, she has driven, — from her soil, at least one third of all 
thi' emigrants who have gone from the old Stales to the new. More than another third have gone 
fnmi the other old slave Stales. Many of these nuiltiludes, who have left the slave States, have 
slinnned the regions ofslavery, and settled in the iVee countries of the West. These were gener- 
ally indiisirioiis and cnterprisinir white men, who found, by sad experience, that a country of slaves 
v.as not the country for thenj. It is a tr)ilh, a eeriain IniUi, slarcnj drives free lahorcrs,—- 
J'anncrf. mcc/imiics, and all, and some nfthe best oj' them too, — out of the comitrij, and Jills their 
pi.iccs Willi ufgrocs. 

It is admitted on all hands, thai slave labor is better adapted to agricultnro than to any other 
1;raiic h of industry ; and lhat, if not good for agskuliure, il is really good for nothing. 

Therefore, since in agriculture slave labor is proved to be far less productive than free labor, 
slurrrij i;; titnnonstraicd to be not onhj luiprnjiluble, but deeply injurious to the public pros^pcritif. 

Wt'Vlo not mean that slave laborcan never earn anything for hun lhat employs il. The mie.stion 
is between tree labor and slave labor. He lhat chooses to employ a sort of labor that yields only 
half as much to the hand as another sort would yield, makes a choice that is not only unjtroiitable, 
but deejily injurious to his interest. 

.\',',rieiil'lure in the sVave States may be eharactf>rized in general liy two epithets, extensive, ex- 
haiisllvc. — which in all ngrictdtural countries forebode two things, itnporcrishvieid, depopulation. 
The general systeni of slavtdiolding farmers and itlantcrs, in all limes and places, has been, and 
iKi'.v is. and ever will be, to cultivate much liiiui, badly, for present gain, — in short, to kill the 
j-'iiose that lays ll»e gohieii egg. They cannot do otherwise with laborers who work by compulsion, 
\nr ilie benefit, oidy of their masters ; and whose sole interest in the matter is, to do lis little and to 
coiiMiiiie ;is much as possible. 

This niiiions system of large farnsfi cultivated bv slaves showed its efTecls in Italy, 1300 years 
aq;i), when the lloman empire was at the height of its grandeur. 

Pliny, a writer of that age, in his Natural History, (T.ook IS. eh. 1—7,) tells us, that while the 
small faniis of former times were cultivated by freemen, and even great cornnuinders did not dis- 
dain to labor with their own hands, agrienlture flourished, and provisions were abundant; but that 
afierwanis, when the lands were engrossed by a few great prtmrietoi s, and euili vated by fettered afi(l 
braiiiie;] slaves, the coiiiitry waK ruined, and corn had to be impujted. The same system was 
sjireadidij ruin over the provinces, and thus the pn^perity of the enipirc was undernuned. I'liny 
lieiiiinm es as the worst of all, the system of having large estates in the co\niiry cultivated by slaves, 
or inih'ed, savs be, " to hare amjthing done by men rrho labor vilfiout hope, of reicard." 

So Livy, tli'O tjreal Roman historian, observed, some years before Pliny, (IJook (5, ch. 12,) that 
" iiinuiiierabh.' niiiltitudes of men formerly inhabited those p-arts of Italy, {vbere, in his time, none 
hill ^lav,:': redeemed the country (Vom desertion — thai is, a deti,se population of free laborers had 
been suceeeded by a sparse jiopnlatioii of slaves. 

Kveii coiiimon mechanical trades do noi flourish in a slave State. Some mechanical o|)(?ra- 
tioiis mnsi,. indeed, be jierlbrined in everv civilized country ; Inii the general rule in the South is, 
to iiiiporl iVom abroad every fabricated tfiiiiir lliat can i.ie carried in sldps, such as household furni- 
ture, bimrds, liilhs, carts, plongbs. a.ves, and axe-helves, besides innumerable oiher things, 
wdiieh ffi'i' eoininiinilies are accustomed to make for themselves. What is most wonderful is, that 
ihe ibresls aiidiroii-inines of the South su|)ply, in great part, the materials out of which these 
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ihin'Ts ;<ro iii;ulc. The Norlliovn frot-iiion coiiu.' with ihclr sliips, ciirry linnip iho Uinlior sini] pii;. 
ir<»n, Work tlioiii up, s\ipply ilu'ir own wants willi a pari, mid llioii .sell the rt-sl iit ;i i^dhiI m-olit in 
tlic SiiilhiTii iii;irl<ets. N'ow, iilthon^-li juorlian'u's, fiy ^ottini; np ttioir .simps in thu Smiih, couM 
s:\vc :iU ihr.si' tVt.'ii,'!its ami profits ; yet .•^o it is, that iS'ortlieni nioclianic.'s will nut .settle in the iSoiilh. 
tind the Sdiilliorn niecluinies are iindersijld hy tltfir .N'orllieri! eninpetitors. 

?S(uv eoiitieel wilh these wotKlerl'iil facts another faet, and the iny.stery is solved. The nuinher 
of lueeiianics, in dilfereut parts of the South, is in the inverse ralio ol'ilie nnniiicr of shives ; or in 
other v.iinis, where the slaves form the laryesi proporliciii of the inhaliitaiits, then' the laoehanies 
and niainitiielnrers form the least. In those parts only wIhmv the slaves are comparalivrly few, are 
many niechauies and ariiiieers to he found ; hnt even in llie>e [larts the\'jio not lloiiri^h as the 
same n.-efnl elass id" men flourish in the free !?tales. Kven in our Viilley of Virginia, n-moto from 
the sea. maiiv of our iiieehanie.s can hardly stand aijainsi \orlhern eompeliiiun. This can he 
uttrihnti'd only to slavery, whieh paralyzes ourenerufifs, disperses our population, and keeps us few 
and poor, in .s'jiile of the boimtiftil gifts of nature, wilh. whieh a !ienit;ii I'rovidenee has endowed oiiv 
country. 

Of all ihi; States in this Union, nor one has on tlie whole sneh various and nhiindaiit resources for 
inanufai'iurinir, as our own Virijinia, liolJi Kasl and West. Only think of her vast fon-sts of tiin- 
lier, her mountains of iron, her re^'ions of stone eoal. hiT valleys of limestone atui inarhle, her foun- 
tains of salt, her iminenso sheep-wallcs for wool, her vieinity to the cotton lidds, her innmiiierahle 
v.-alerfalls, her hays, liurhors and rivers for cireidatiiiir prodnets on every side ; — in .short, every 
material and every convenience ncce.ssary for inanufaelnriiig indn.^Iry. 

Ahove all, liiink of Richmond, nature's clio>en site for the greatest, inaiuifaclnriiiff city in America 

— her hods of coal and iron, just at hand — hor iucomparahle water-power — her tide water naviga- 
tion, coiiducling sea vessels from the foot fif her falls, — and ahove tlieni her line canal to the moun- 
tains, ihrongli whieh lie the shortest routes from tlie Eastern tides to the great rivers of the West 
and the Sfiuth-west. Think also that this Richmond, in old Virgiiii.i, "ihe mother of Stales," has 
enjoved ihe.so unparalleled advantages ever since the United States iiecame a nation ; — and then 
ihinfv again, thai this same Richmond, the metropolis of all Virginia, lias fewer manufactures than 
a third rate \ew Kngland town ; •— fewer — not than the new city of Lowell, whitdi is heyond all 
comparison, — h\n fewer than the ohscnre place called Fall River, among the harron hills*if iMassa- 
chusolis ; — and iheii, fellow-citi/ens, whiit will yon think, — what vntst you think, — of the <:au.se of 
this straiigc phenomenon ? Or, to enlarge the scojie of the question : What must you ihink has 
caused Virginians in ireneral to neglect their superlative advantages for irianufactnrnig industry'.' 

— todisrei,'ar(l the evident suggestion.s of nature, ]»ointing out to them this fruitful source of popu- 
lation, wealth and comfort'.' 

Say not thai this state of things is chargealde to the ojxitfnj of Virginians. Thvit is nothing to 
the piirjiose, for il does not go to the bottom of the suljject. What causes the apathy '.' That is 
the qnesiion. 

The !;ir-t census gave also the cost of constructing new buildings in each State, exclusive of tiio 
value of the materials. The amount of this is a good test of the increase of wealth in a country. 
To compare ditiereat Slates in this {)artiouhir, we must divide the total cost of tniilding by tfie 
iiumher of inhabitants, and .see wh-it the ave-rage will be for each inha?!itanl. We tind that it is in 
j'Massacliuselts, S:!fiO cents; in Connecticut. S;j i'O cents ; in New York, ?:.{ 00 ; in .New Jersey, 
Si 7(» cents; in Petmsylvania, 10 cents; in Muryland, §2 30 cents; and in Virginia, 81 10 
cents. 

l\o Stale irreaicr conveniencies for ship navigation and ship building than Virginia. Vel 
on all her tine tide waters, she has little shipping ; iind what she lias is conjjxised almost wholly 
of small bay craft and a few coasting schooners. 

We do n'»i bluiiie our Southern people for ahstaiiiing from all employments of this kind. What 
cotdd they do .' Set their negroes to building ships? Whoever iniavined such ;in absurdity '.' 
Hut coidd they not hire white men to do such things ? Nf»; for in the first place. Soutlierii white 
men have no skill in such matters ; and in the second place, Northern workmen cannot be hired 
in the Souili, without receiving a heavy jiremimri for working in a slave Slate. 

Tlie bo.;st of our West Virginia is the good city of Wheeling. Would that she was si.\ times 
as large, that she miglit equal Pittsburg, and thai site grew live times as fast, that she might kccj) 
up with her ! 

We glorv m Wl^eeVmg, becnnse she only, in Virginia, ileserves to be called a inamifaclnring 
town. For this her citizens deserve to be crowned, — not with laurel, — but with the solid gold of 
prosiieriiy. Hut how came it, that Wlieeliiig, and next to iter, Wellsiiurg, — of all llie lt»wns in 
x'irginia. — slioidd become manufacturing towns '? Answer : They breathe the atmosj)iiere of free 
States, almost touching them on both sides. Hut again ; seeing that VVhecling, as a seat for 
manufactures, is equal to I'itl.sburg, and inferior to no town itt .Vmerica, except Riclm>ond ; and 
that, mor-'over, she has almost no slaves ; why is Wheeling so far behind Pittsburg, ajid compara- 
liv.'ly su :-low ia her growth .' — Answer : She is in a country in which slavery i.s cstaldished by 
law. 

We shall explain, by examples, how a few slaves in a country im\ do its citizens more immc- 
iliate it.ijury than a large number. 

When a white famiiy own fifty or one hundred slaves, they can, so long ai; their land produces 
well, atlord to be indolent ami expensive in their habits ; for though each yields rnily a small profit, 
yet each member of the family has ten or fifteen of these black work-aniiilals to toil for his support, 
il is not until the fields grow'old, and the crops grow short, and the nenroes and the overseer take 
nearly all. that the day of ruin can be no longer ]iostponecl. If the family be ti(t! rrry indolent anil 
iTH/ i-xpensive. this inevitable day may not come before the third gen'eratiuu. JUit ilie ruin of 
smidl slaveholders is often accomjilished in a single life-time. 

When a whit(i family own five or tea slaves, they cannot aiiord to Ite indolent and expensive in 
their habits ; I'or one lilaek drudye cannot support one white 'ientleman or lady. \r\, tiee;!nse 
ihevare >laveholders, this family will feel some aspiration*^ fiir a life of easy trenlility : and because 
lield work mid kili'hen work are iie'j:roe.>' work, the yonnir geullemen will dislike to u'o with the 
netn'oes to dirty lield work, 'mil the young ladies will dislike to join the black sluts in nnv snrt of 
household labor. Such unthrifty si'iit inients are the natural eonse<|uence of introdneiu'j: slaves 
among the families of n country : e'.ipeeial!y net^ro slaves, They infallibly grow and siiread, cre- 
aliug among the wi-.iii' rauiilie> a distaste I'm* all .servile labor, and a desire to procure .slaves who 
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inay tskc all ciriulgcry o(i' thoir huiicis. Tims iioiiornl industry gives •'.vay hy deproos tf) ilidnlcnj 
relnxiit'ion; lidse iii»rn)iis of ciiynitv iuitl rotiiitMiieiit, and a tasle for fasliionid-U! luxuries. Then 
(iohts !>lyly aanmuitate. Tliu result is, Unit many families aro coiujii'llf.'d by tln'ir (.•inbnrrassniouts 
to sell f.i'Ji'und Iciive the vountry. IMany who are unaMi.' to hay slaves leave it als^o, liecausu they 
f',v?l dv^rraded. atid eannol j)ro>])er, where slavery exi>ls. Citizens of the Valley I Is it not so ? 
Is not '.his the chief reason why yonr lieaulil'id euunlry does not prosper like ttie N'orlhorn Valleys? 

We have exainine<l the eensus of eounties for the last thirty or forty years, in ]\laryland, Vir- 
frinia and North Carolina, with the view to discover the law of jmjjnhuion in the ?«iorl!ierM slave 
Sliite'^. Tiie following are aiiiony the general results. 

When a coinity had at lirsi coiu})aratively few slaves, the slave pojiulation, except near th.o free 
lorders, gained Ujioii the whites, and most rapidly in the older parts of the country. 

The nopidation, as a whole, increased so long us the slaves were fewer than the whites, but 
innre slowly as the nmiihers ai)proaclK'd to e(iuaiity. In our Valley, a smaller pojiorlion of slaves 
had the effect of a larger one in East Virginia, to retard the increase of ])opulation. 

Wlien the slaves hecaino as numerous as the whites it! the Eastern and older jiurls of the coun- 
try, ])o}iulation caino to a sUind ; when they <nitmimliered the whites, it declined. C(inse(]riently, 
tiio slave population has tended to ditfusu itself e<iually over the country, rising more rajiidly as il 
was further helow tlie while popuhition, and going (iown when il had risen ahove them. 

The price of cotton has regulated the price of negroes in Virginia; and so it nuist continue tn 
(in ; heoanse slave lahor is unj>rolitaMe here, and nothing keeps uj> the jtrice of slaves hut their value 
as a marketahle coiinnodily m the South. Kastern negroes and Western cattle are alike in this, 
lliat, it' the market ahroad go down (tr he dosed, — I'.olh sorts of animals, the horned and the wonlly- 
hcaded, hecome a worthless finig at home. The fact is, that our F.astern brethren iiuist send otr, 
on any terms, tiie increase of their slaves, because their imjioverished country cannot sustain even 
i;s proent stock, of negroes. Wc join not the English and American abolition cry about "slave- 
breeding," in East Virginia, as If it were a chosen occupation, and therefore a reproachful one. !l 
i.s no such thina, hnl a case of dire necessity, and many a heartache does it cost the good people 
there. But, beholfl in the East the doleftd consequences of letting shivery grow up to an oppres- 
sive and heart-sickening btirden upon a community ! Cast it ott", Wcsl Virginians, whilst yet you 
Ir.ivc the jwwer ; for if yon h:l it descend unbroken to your children, il will have grown to a inoun- 
t:iin of misery upon their heads. 

Good poiicv will require tlic Sotithern States, ere long, to close their markets against IVorthcrn 
negroes. W'hen the Soulriern slave market is dosed, or when, by the reduced profits of slave lalior 
in the S.-tnth, il becomes glutted ; — then the stream of Virginia'negroes. heretnfoi'j pouring dowr 
upon the South, will be thrown back upon the State, am' like a river danintcd must spread 
itself over i lie whole territory of the commonwealth. The head soring iii East Virginia cannot 
contain itself ; il must find vent ; il will shed its black streams tlirough every gap of the Ulue 
Kidge and pour over the Alleghany, till it is checked by abolitionism on the borders. Hut even 
alutliiionisni cannot finally stop it." Abolitionism itself will tolerate slavery, wlicn slaveholders 
grow sick !uid tired of it. 

lu plain terms, fellow-cilizcns, Eastern slaveholders will come with their mMltitiuies of slaves to 
settle U!)on the fresh lands of West Virginia. Eastern slaves will bo sent by thousands for a mar- 
ket in nVosi Virginia. Every valley will echo with the cry, "Negroes! Negroes for sale ! Dog 
cheap I \ )iyj: cheap !" And because they are dog cheap, many of our jieople will Imy ihein. Wc 
have siiown how slavery has prepared the people for this ; how a little slavery makes way for more, 
and liow the law of slave-increase operates lo fill up every part of the comiiry to the same level 
with skives. 

.And then, fellow-citizens, when y(»u have sufTered yonr country to be fdled with negro slaves 
instead of white freemen ; when its iiopulalion shall he as motley as Joseph's coal of imniy c()Iors ; 
as ring-sireaked and speckled as father Jacob's flock was in Padan Aram ; — what will the white 
basis of rcj.Mesentaliou avail you, if you oiitain it? Whether you obtain it or not, East Virginia 
w'.llhav^: tri\unphed ; or rather s/arcrj/ will have triumphed, and all Virginia will have lieconie n 
land of darkness and of the shadow of death. 

Tli?n. by a forbearance which has no merit, and a supinencss which has no excuse, you will have 
given to your children, for their inheritance, this lovely land blackened with a negro p<ipidation, — 
the ofl'scourings of Eastern Virginia, — the fag-end of slavery, — the loathsome dregs of that cuj) of 
ahominaaou, which has already sickened to death the Eastern half of our commonwealth. 

Delay iioi, then,we beseech you, to raise Ji liarrier against this Stygian iiumdatifm, — to stand at 
the Ulue Ridge, and with sovereign energy say to this b/ack Sea of misery. " Hitherto shall thou 
coine, and noTurther." 



